
The Chamber’s tag line states our 
mission clearly – We Mean Business! 
And on November 9th we will be 
celebrating achievements by some 
amazing women from our community 
at our first-ever Women Who Mean 
Business Luncheon.
The luncheon will be an inspirational 
experience for all who attend. Our 
outstanding Mayor Pro Tem, Elaine 
Gennawey, will serve as emcee for the 
event. An empowering presentation 
from Goodwill of Orange County’s 
CEO, Nicole Suydam will be featured 
and set the tone for an outstanding 
program.
Four women who have achieved great 
things for our business community will 
receive special recognition, and they 
each will be introduced by outstanding 
individuals from within the Chamber 
family (and you will just need to attend 
to find out who they are!).
Among those to be celebrated is 
Senator Patricia Bates, a longtime 
public servant who was the first Mayor 
of Laguna Niguel and served four terms 
in that position. Her distinguished 
career beyond City Hall includes 
service of distinction in the California 
State Assembly, as our Orange County 
Supervisor, and as our State Senator 
since 2014.
 

Giving to Others – A Part of the Event
As a special feature of this event, we are asking all attendees (both women and men) to go through their closets ahead of time 
and pull out those items you don’t need or plan on wearing any more…and we all have some! Bring them to the luncheon 
as your special donation of very usable clothing that will be distributed to victims of domestic violence through Chamber 
member Family Assistance Ministries.
The cost is $50 per person for Chamber members, pre-reserved prior to noon on November 5th, and $55 per person for non-
members or at the door.
The luncheon will take place from 11:30 am until 1:00 pm on Tuesday, November 9, 2021 in the ballroom of the City’s new 
Crown Valley Community Center. 
Tickets are limited, so please make your reservations early. More information is available on the Chamber website: 
https://lnchamber.com/lnevent/women-who-mean-business-luncheon/.
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Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR

Chair of the Board
John Ulrich

Laguna Niguel Lions Club

DIRECTORS

OFFICERS
2021 Chair of the Board 

John Ulrich, (303) 726-0067 
Laguna Niguel Lions Club

Chair Elect 
Amber Gallette, 365-5600 

Carr Workplaces
Vice Chair 

Jennifer Pinnegar, 677-7469 
Goosehead Insurance

2021 CHAMBER OFFICERS & BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Dan Abrams, 429-7000 
Abrams California  
Health Insurance

Jan Gameroz, 452-7405 
MemorialCare  

Saddleback Medical Center

Jim McGinley, 338-1997 
Laguna Niguel Rotary Club

Mark Montgomery, 337-6225 
Montgomery Photography

Medha Patel, 795-2233 
Community Member

Paul W. Pendorf, 489-2380 
Medicare Supplement  

Insurance Agent

Susan Perry, 365-5737 
Capital Funding

Enzo Scognamiglio, 443-1476 
Brio Tuscany Grille

Secretary
Norma Gaona, 448-5180 

First Bank
2018 Chair & 2021 Treasurer 

Rick Riegle, 249-8248 
Edward Jones

2020 Past Chair 
Michelle Endo, 363-8840 

Good Choice Sushi

2021 has been a challenge by anyone’s standards. Over the year, thanks to our Chamber staff, Board 
and membership, we all have come together and can truly celebrate that all things are possible in 
the future. 
We continue to charge forward each month, as staff and our Membership Team add new members. 
We are at 345 active members currently, adding seven new members during September and another 
so far in October. The future is looking bright as the year is finishing up strong and will exceed 
expectations 
The State of the City event came off perfectly – something  of which everyone can be proud. Once 
again, I see that the Chamber and the City of  Laguna Niguel’s partnership grows stronger every day. 
Looking into November…our first-ever “Women Who Mean Business” luncheon is scheduled for 
Tuesday, November 9th. We will 
celebrate the achievements of some 

amazing women who have made a positive impact on Laguna 
Niguel and beyond.
I know that when I am at the luncheon, listening to some 
inspiring words from some empowered women who have 
really made a difference in our community, I will reflect 
on someone who has inspired me every day, my entire 
life. My mother was a true Renaissance Woman; a career 
medical professional whose intelligence and dignity rubbed 
off on anyone who she met. She was spirited and beautiful, 
and made sure that my brother, sisters and I felt loved and 
challenged to aspire to be our very best.
We are blessed to have many people in our community who 
have achieved high levels of professional and personal merit. 
Women here have successfully led our Chamber, our City, our 
business community and municipal districts and represented 
us at county, state and federal levels. They are truly inspiring. 
You won’t want to miss our event.
My Mom would be proud of us.
We are looking forward to seeing you all in the coming 
months. Be safe and well. We are Laguna Niguel Strong.   

Newsletter photos by Scott Alevy 
 Layout by South County Printing
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Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce STATE OF THE CITY LUNCHEON

The annual Laguna Niguel State of the City Luncheon was held at the City’s new Community Center on October 21st, and 
it was a huge success. A very full ballroom of the City’s political and business leaders and involved community members 
had a chance to hear directly from the City’s leadership about where we have been, and where we are going….and followed 
the theme of RESILIENCY, PRIDE & PROGRESS

Mayor Fred Minagar provided the traditional State of the City message, and an excellently-produced video featuring the 
members of the City Council presented how the City has responded to the past two years and plans for its sustained success 
going forward. It’s all about Resiliency, Pride and Progress.

Orange County Sheriff’s Honor Guard presented the colors

(L-R): District Attorney Todd Spitzer, Assembly member Laurie 
Davies and Mayor Fred Minagar

National Anthem sung wonderfully by Sage Escalante of   
Dana Hills High School

Beautiful musical prelude from the Aliso Niguel High School 
String Ensemble

Mayor Fred Minagar delivering the State of the City Address

Chamber Chair John Ulrich welcomed the attendees,  
and handed the ceremony over to emcee, DA Todd Spitzer
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Laguna Niguel Chamber of CommerceSTATE OF THE CITY LUNCHEON

The City of Laguna Niguel….RESILIENCY…PRIDE…PROGRESS

Chamber Board Chair John Ulrich checks in with Ambassador
Melissa Caldwell and Chamber Administrator Dianne Smith

City of Laguna Niguel City Council and Department Heads

(L-R): Assembly member Laurie Davies, 
Mayor Fred Minagar, Sen. Patricia Bates  

and District Attorney Todd Spitzer

(L-R): Jay Lukes, Hon. Laurie Davies,  
Alexis Sharma, Hon. Rischi Paul Sharma  

and Dan Abrams

A full house enjoyed the State of the City Luncheon

(L-R): Gina Hillary, Comm. Bob Brown, 
Hon. Diane Rifkin and Carole Allen

 (L-R): Emma Opie and Susan Lieb from Burnham-Ward 

(L-R): Jared Hill, Dave Simpson (Cox), Dave Speirs (Toll Roads)  
and  Jacki Scott (City of Laguna Niguel)
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Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce

A traditional highlight of the 
Chamber’s annual calendar 
is the Multi-Member Ribbon 
Cutting event that we 
conduct three times each 
year. Usually our popular 
ribbon cutting ceremonies 
take place at the retail or 
office locations of newer 
members of the Chamber. 
But these special ceremonies 
are different.

The Multi-Member Ribbon 
Cutting events are held in the lobby of the Laguna Niguel City Hall and feature up to five of our newer members who don’t 
have “bricks and mortar” locations in the community. Our most recent occasion took place on October 13th. A light and tasty 
lunch catered by Chamber member Corner Bakery followed in the City Hall Community Room.

Information about the five new members who participated is listed on the next page. Be sure to check them out and see if 
there is a strong match with your business!

As we do each time, the ribbon cutting was preceded by a New 
Member Orientation – an informative and interactive hour 
conducted by Chamber President & CEO Scott Alevy in the 
Chamber office. It provided an opportunity for nine of our newest 
members (and two long-standing members!) to learn more about 
their benefits of membership, our events, advocacy and mission 
-  and much more.

If you are interested in benefitting from and participating in our 
next member orientation and multi-member ribbon cutting event, 
please mark your calendar for February 16, 2022.

MULTI-MEMBER RIBBON CUTTING
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Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce

Alles Enterprises LLC (DBA Alles Technology) was 
founded in 2021 by Maxwell Alles, a veteran of the 
technology services industry. Alles Technology works 
with compliance firms, cybersecurity companies, and other 
vender-partners to stay in-the-know about industry trends 
and best practices. They help their clients leverage their 
education to implement innovative systems and processes. 
Alles Technology acts as an extension of your workforce. 
They can provide professional IT management of your 
entire organization and infrastructure as well as cyber 
hardening and monitoring for everyone from the security-
conscious to the regulated business. Alles Technology offers 
no-commitment IT support billed at an hourly rate to quickly 
resolve unexpected technology crises that arise.  They can 
help businesses with consulting services that guide decision 
makers to choose and implement systems that lower costs 
and increase efficiency. Alles Technology has IT purchasing 
and implementation solutions for businesses that need to 
build an infrastructure that lasts.
DADEN LLC creates purpose-built software solutions 
for the best version of your business. DADEN Software 
provides clients a personalized, transparent, and dependable 
software development experience. DADEN Software 
achieves this by staying true to a time-proven development 
process, communication practices, and customer-centric 
policies. DADEN Software has an innovative 7-Step 
Software Development Process where they take their clients 
through a comprehensive 7 step process that begins with 
innovation sessions to learn about the client’s business 
and objectives. From there, DADEN Software completes 
an interactive mockup or prototype in the Visual Design 
stage and proceeds to development. After quality assurance, 
DADEN Software helps their clients manage the deployment 
and maintenance of their application in production. Through 
the entire process, without exception, DADEN Software’s 
project managers are eager to educate, advocate for, and 
support their clients.
Lyla Hassel Real Estate offers comprehensive real estate 
services in Laguna Niguel and surrounding markets. Lyla’s 
website ( https://bhasselfree.com ) is one of our community’s 
top resources for real estate services. No matter what stage 

MULTI-MEMBER RIBBON CUTTING

MKT-5894I-A
















of the real estate process you find yourself in, Lyla Hassel 
will be able to help you reach your goals. Whether you are 
buying a home or selling one, learn what exceptional service 
truly means. For sellers, you can receive complimentary 
home evaluations, market reports, and much more! For 
Buyers, you can access the entire MLS database of active 
homes, with the strongest property search on the market! 
Feel free to explore - you’ll find a variety of beneficial tools 
on the site. When you’re ready to discuss - whether a simple 
question or a serious inquiry - don’t hesitate to request more 
information or call. Thanks so much for visiting!
Why Gary Mills is a photographer: I love having a front 
row seat at concert, a theatrical performance or an event of 
any kind. I love feeling the energy of the moment, being 
close to the participants, and feeling the flow of the action 
as it unfolds right in front of me. Over the years my style 
of photographic art has gravitated towards capturing those 
images that reflect all the elements that can draw you into 
the scene. With one click of the shutter my hope is that the 
viewer is able to enter that moment again and see for himself 
or herself the world in which they live, and in turn be touched 
by that experience in a positive way. That is why I love to 
be invited to share in those front row moments to experience 
and share with my clients their joy and appreciation of what 
has been created for them.
Your brand communicates the core of your business. In this 
day and age, the world has gone mobile, and it’s time for 
your brand to present itself on the billions of mobile devices 
in the world. Your new website from Web Vision Partners 
is guaranteed to shine forth your brand on any mobile device 
as well as it does on the larger screen, while simultaneously 
carrying out integrated functionalities such as payment/ 
donation collection, event calendar management, and lead 
generation forms that can synchronize with CRM platforms. 
At Web Vision Partners, we extract the essence of a person 
and the business so they can attract their ideal client. Have 
you ever seen a website that simply does not make sense 
for the business it is representing? We’re the experts that 
create the congruency between the core of the business, its 
decision-makers, and its brand message.

Multi-Member Ribbon Cutters Included:

https://webvisionpartners.com/
https://bhasselfree.com
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 Gary Mills Photography
(949) 637-9967

gdmills@cox.net

The camera has always been an important part of my life and over these years I have used it to express my love 
for this art in a variety of ways. Whether I’m photographing your special event, your family portrait, or capturing 
the awe and majesty of nature; providing you with professional quality images of those moments is my passion 
and my dedication.

 Re/Max McGuire Team

The McGuire Team’s main focus is to ensure a high level of personalized service for each of our clients while 
attaining their greatest possible financial outcome. Our team of dedicated professionals have years and years 
of combined transactional experience, and each have a vital role to play in the buying or selling process for our 
clients. While we specialize in luxury real estate, we work a wide breadth of price ranges and offer the same level 
of 6-Star Service to each of our clients.

31341 Niguel Road, Suite A,
 Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

(949) 248-8401

Dental 2000
 30012 Crown Valley Pkwy,
 Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

(949) 422-7698

At Dental 2000 we are passionate about patient care and able to provide comprehensive full mouth dentistry. 
Dental implants, Cosmetic Crowns, Oral Sedation, Teeth in a day, and other complex bone grafting related 
procedures are all performed in 2 convenient locations in Irvine and Laguna Niguel.  

Alles Technology
27930 Cabot Road, Unit 510 

Laguna Niguel CA 92677
(949) 694-0020

Alles Technology is a technology consulting business dedicated to helping your business manage tech and improve efficiency. 
Founder Maxwell Alles grew up in the restaurant business and learned that the best way to succeed is to put client experience 
above all else. Valuing handshake deals above binding contracts, Alles Technology hopes to continue to earn your business 
long after an initial engagement.

http://www.garymillsphotography.com/
http://mcguireteam.com/
http://www.dental2000.com/
https://allestechnology.com
mailto:gdmills@cox.net


9 

Laguna Niguel Chamber of CommerceCHAMBER  MEMBERSHIP

The St. Timothy Knights of Columbus is part of the largest fraternal organization in the world and the 
third largest council in California with over 300 members. Employing Catholic Brotherhood, the Knights put 
faith into action. Monies earned and material donations collected through popular social events, food drives, an 
annual golf tournament, recycle drives and much more help support both our St. Timothy parish and deserving 
charities. Monthly meetings with prominent guest speakers stimulate minds and provide an additional incentive 
to serve for the greater good. Beneficiaries of Knights’ charitable actions include Special Olympics, St. Timothy 
Food Pantry, Family Assistance Ministries, Habitat for Humanity, Coats for Kids, Our Father’s Table, St. Vincent 
de Paul and so many more. Membership in the St. Timothy Knights of Columbus is open to any Catholic male 18 
years of age or older in good standing within the Catholic Church.  Join us!

Trio Nutrition, LLC Innovative Supplements are crafted from nature & manufactured in the US. In an industry known 
for cutting corners, Trio Nutrition’s mission is to provide those striving for a healthier lifestyle with innovative wellness 
supplements you can FULLY TRUST. With an obsession on premium ingredients and loving care, we minimize the use of 
artificial flavoring, sugar, or fillers - KETO friendly. Always lab analyzed and certified for purity, we only produce products 
that we would put in our own bodies. Our goal is to create safe FIRST OF KIND innovative formulations. We want our 
community to save money, to save time and to have FIRST ACCESS AND TO BENEFIT FROM OUR INNOVATIVE 
NUTRITONAL SUPPLEMENTS THAT SUPPLANT THE STATUS QUO. 

28241 Crown Valley Parkway, Suite F414 
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

(949) 550-2170

Creative Home Care

Forbes Red LP

American Legion Auxiliary 
Laguna Niguel Unit 281

KONSTANT KLEAN Pool & Spa Specialists

KSK Integrative MedicineThe Druggist Pharmacy

Trio Nutrition, LLC

(714) 220-7130

St. Timothy
Knights of Columbus

http://www.CreativeHomeCareoc.com
http://www.Blackwood.com
http://www.lnpost281.org/index.php?id=20
http://www.lnpost281.org/index.php?id=20
http://www.konstantklean.com/
http://www.KSKAcupuncture.com
http://www.DruggistPharmacy.com
https://www.trionutrition.com
http://www.kofc12834.org/


10 

Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP

Laguna Niguel Republican  
Women Federated

Jim McGinley St. Anne School

Burnham Ward Properties, LLC Crestavilla

Law Offices of Craig P. AlexanderHandel's Ice Cream

Salt Creek Wine CompanyMcCormick & Son Mortuary Saddleback College

Lingerie Paradis, USAMae Lee Springer, DDS, Inc. State Farm Insurance – Victoria Poré

Waldorf Astoria Monarch Beach 
Resort & Club

Elements Therapeutic Massage

The Paint Guy OC

Laguna Dental & 
Orthodontics

Faubel Public Affairs

Lavoignet, Mellotti & Rasmusson

http://www.LNRWF.org
http://www.LNRWF.org
http://www.St-Anne.org
http://www.Burnham-Ward.com
http://www.Crestavilla.com
http://www.CraigAlexanderLaw.com
http://www.HandelsIceCream.com
http://www.SaltCreekWine.com
http://www.McCormickAndSon.com
http://www.Saddleback.edu
http://lingerieparadisusa.com/
http://www.DoctorSpringer.com
http://www.victoriapore.com/
https://www.waldorfastoriamonarchbeach.com
https://www.waldorfastoriamonarchbeach.com
http://www.ElementsMassage.com/LagunaNiguelNorth
http://www.ThePaintGuyOC.com
http://www.LagunaDentalAndOrtho.com
http://www.LagunaDentalAndOrtho.com
http://www.lavoignetcpa.com/
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Saddleback College invites you to invest in the future of their students and programs.  They welcome you to attend the 
Saddleback College Foundation’s 21st Annual Gala, “Dream Big Together” on Saturday, November 13th, starting at 
6:00pm, at The Ritz-Carlton, Laguna Niguel. Sponsorship and Partnership opportunities are available. The community 
will gather for a fun evening filled with entertainment, auction items, dinner, and more to support the students and their 
educational journeys!  For more information about sponsorship opportunities and tickets, click: Saddleback College 
Foundation - Saddleback College Foundation 21st Annual Gala (bidpal.net) 

Every year Southern California Edison awards $40,000 scholarships to 30 high school seniors who want to make a 
difference in the world by studying science, technology, engineering or math (STEM) in college. 
Application period: Now – Dec. 13, 2021
Applicant requirements:

•	 Students must live in Southern California Edison’s service territory.
•	 Must be a high school senior with a minimum 3.0 GPA and financial need
•	 Plan to pursue studies in eligible STEM fields at a four-year accredited college or university
•	 Top 50 finalists will be required to submit a short video and potentially participate in a final interview.

Learn more at edisonscholars.com. The future is bright!

Extraordinary Lives Foundation is holding  Golf-A-Thon on Monday, November 15, 2021, at the Aliso Viejo Golf Club.  
A Golf-A-Thon is not your traditional golf tournament.  It is similar to other marathon events with one added element: 
GOLF!  There are no foursomes – each golfer is playing for themselves for a good cause!   Your funds will help support 
ELF’s mission to improve children’s mental health and wellness and to support families by providing educational tools, 
resources, and awareness events.  Click Here to find out more about the rules and the different ways you can support this fun 
event:  ELF 2021 Golf-A-Thon | Monday, November 15, 2021 (charityvalet.com) 

Vehicle Fleet Solutions from Signarama Laguna Niguel:  Put your company vehicles to marketing use while out on the 
road! Did you know that vehicle graphics are considered one of the most cost-effective forms of advertising due to how 
many people see them while driving? Keeping your vehicles uniform brings a level of professionalism to your business, 
while displaying the information you need to bring in new customers. Since vehicle graphics can generate 30,000-70,000 
impressions a day, they pay for themselves in exposure!  Contact Vittorio Ferrario at (949) 393-8600 or stop by the store at 
30100 Town Center Dr., Suite T, Laguna Niguel for all your signage needs.  www.signarama-lagunaniguel.com 

Elements Therapeutic Massage® studio staff members and massage therapists are continuously learning and improving 
their practice! The brand provides up-to-date resources for assisting with massage therapists’ continuing education and the 
latest massage techniques to help benefit the clients. With all that life has brought us, it’s important to maintain a personal 
balance. Mind, body and soul! Elements Massage® studios provide therapeutic relief through regular massage therapy 
sessions to help boost your physical and mental health! It can help alleviate daily stress and release endorphins, the body’s 
natural painkiller! So many benefits! Make time for your mind and body with a therapeutic massage. Call (949) 643-9100 
www.ElementsMassage.com/LagunaNiguelNorth 

Want the lowest interest rate available for your mortgage? Call Steve Walters at Meridian Real Estate Group! As an 
independent mortgage broker, Steve will shop multiple lenders on your behalf to find the best possible loan for you! 
What’s the difference between Meridian and the big bank down the street? Steve Walters is a licensed mortgage expert 
with continuous training, while banks don’t necessarily require mortgage specialists to be licensed or hold them to the 
same standard of training.  Steve is educated to make the difference! Let him help you navigate the process. Call him at  
(949) 249-1280.  www.MeridianREGroup.com 

At Comfort Keepers Laguna Niguel, each individual they lend a helping hand to has a unique set of needs, and they pride 
themselves on making sure they receive the best care possible. Comfort Keepers creates a custom care plan that accounts 
for all situations, concerns, and requirements. Their care plans include a variety of services and can be arranged for short-
term or long-term care. They can work with your family and insurance provider to get you on the track to provide high 
quality support in your own home.  Contact Kelleen Corfield today at (949) 481-6900 and ask about scheduling an in-home 
consultation.  https://lagunaniguel-416.comfortkeepers.com/home/locations/laguna-niguel 

Promote YOUR Business with a FREE 100-word article on this page! Send your article by the 10th of the month previous 
to the issue in which you desire to be published.  Email it to: Dianne@LNChamber.com.

https://one.bidpal.net/saddlebackgala21/welcome
https://one.bidpal.net/saddlebackgala21/welcome
https://www.scholarsapply.org/uploads/edison/service_territory.pdf
https://www.edison.com/home/community/edison-scholars.html
https://charityvalet.com/elfgolfathon/index.asp
http://www.signarama-lagunaniguel.com
http://www.ElementsMassage.com/LagunaNiguelNorth
http://www.MeridianREGroup.com
https://lagunaniguel-416.comfortkeepers.com/home/locations/laguna-niguel
mailto:Dianne@LNChamber.com
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Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce CHAMBER EVENTS

OUR NETWORKING BREAKFASTS ARE BACK – AND BETTER THAN EVER!
The Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce’s popular monthly Networking Breakfasts are back – and the September 
breakfast featured a presentation by Dan “The Insurance Man” Abrams on the confusing world of Medicare coverage 
and Open Enrollment – plus recognition of four brand new Chamber members and six renewing companies…plus a very 
spirited raffle drawing.

October Breakfast Prize Donators
Abrams California Health Insurance Agency

David Weiss Designs Fine Jewelry
KSK Integrative Medicine

Marina Hills Animal Hospital
Personal Gourmet Foods

St. Timothy Knights of Columbus

David Weiss Designs Fine Jewelry to be featured at  
November Networking Breakfast 

With the holiday gift buying season upon us, your shopping can be upgraded and simplified with 
what David Weiss will be sharing with us at the monthly Networking Breakfast on November 
19th at the Community Center.
David is the owner of David Weiss Designs Fine Jewelry and is a former Chair of the Chamber 
Board, a past Laguna Niguel Citizen of the Year and a Master Gemologist. David will share 
his insights on the artistry of custom jewelry making and share some unique designs that have 
gone from his imagination to reality and into beautifully-wrapped gifts for thousands of happy 
customers over the years. 
And remember…a purchase from David between November 15th and December 
31st qualifies for our Shop & Dine Laguna Niguel contest! Check David's website at 
www.DavidWeissDesigns.com

New members received their certificates Renewing members were also recognized

November 15 to December 31

http://www.DavidWeissDesigns.com
www.DavidWeissDesigns.com
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Laguna Niguel Chamber of CommerceADVOCACY

CHAMBER STANDS UP AGAINST BUSINESS TAXATION IN LEGISLATION
The Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce is proud of our advocacy on behalf of our members and the business community. 
We have made strong advocacy a cornerstone of our Chamber, and are dedicated to monitoring federal, state and local 
legislation and regulatory measures that impact the taxation and operation of our businesses. It is part of your benefits as 
members of the Chamber.
In the past month, we received several requests from outside organizations and associations, requesting official positions 
from this Chamber on legislative measures. Our Public Policy Committee has vetted these and recommended to our Board 
of Directors that we endorse and join two coalitions of support organized and facilitated by the California Chamber. Those 
two strong positions are:
Federal Coalition: Increased Federal Taxation on Businesses
This position was sent to the full California Congressional delegation and urged them to reject proposals in Congress to 
increase taxes on large and small businesses to pay for the massive multi-trillion-dollar reconciliation package. This proposal 
would be devastating to businesses, as employers have suffered staggering financial setbacks as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the reconciliation bill will only add to that struggle while they are attempting to rebuild, recover and deal with 
acute workforce shortages. We also stated opposition to the consideration of raising the capital gains tax to 25%.
State Coalition: Unemployment Insurance Insolvency
The California Unemployment Insurance Fund remains insolvent. In January of 2023, payroll tax increases will start on 
all California employers.  They will increase steadily for each year the fund remains insolvent, until the fund is returned to 
solvency.  They will increase an average of $21 per employee per year.  The fund is presently around $20 billion in debt, 
which is just under twice the $11 billion max debt after the Great Recession.  The Great Recession’s insolvency took about 
8 years to repay, so we can anticipate a longer (though likely not double) duration to repay this insolvency.  The push in the 
letter was aimed at at least $1 billion for the principal of the insolvency from the General Fund to cover the state’s fraudulent 
payments.

SAN ONOFRE NUCLEAR GENERATING STATION – WHAT’S NEXT?
The featured presentation at our Governmental & Community Relations meeting on November 5th will be delivered by 
John Dobken, the Media Relations Manager for Southern California Edison. He will focus on the complex issues involved in 
decommissioning the SONGS plant, including the dismantlement and decontamination of the site, as well as what happens 
with the spent nuclear fuel stored there.

Promoting science and fact-based 
discussions about nuclear energy 
and spent nuclear fuel has been 
one of John Dobken’s passions for 
a decade.
 As public information officer and 
media relations manager for the 
San Onofre Nuclear Generating 
Station and Southern California 
Edison, Mr. Dobken manages 
relationships with local and 
national media, as well as social 

media channels and participates in community outreach.
Prior to joining SCE, John led external engagement strategies 
for Energy Northwest, owner and operator of Columbia 
Generating Station, a nuclear plant in Washington state. 
A West L.A. native, John has a journalism degree from San 
Diego State University. He worked as a television news 
anchor and reporter for 14 years at various stations across 
the country.

Griffin Optometric Group

Dr. T. Powers Griffin, Jr. 
Dr. S. Randall Griffin 

Dr. Patrick Griffin 
Dr. Beverly Miller

140 Avenida Del Mar 
San Clemente, CA 92672 

949.492.1853

30030 Town Center Drive 
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 

949.495.3031

The Courtyards at Talega 
1001 Avenida Pico, Suite A 
San Clemente, CA 92673 

949.940.0200

www.griffinoptometric.com
est. 1957 by Dr. Ted P. Griffin

http://www.griffinoptometric.com
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Organics Recycling for Your Business 
Starting January 1, 2021, Senate Bill 1383 (SB 1383) will require 
everyone across the state of California to recycle food scraps and yard 
waste. SB 1383 also sets a target to recover 20 percent of surplus food 
currently being disposed of in landfills to feed hungry people. Rescuing 
edible food and recycling inedible food scraps will keep a significant 
amount of organic waste from entering our local landfills. As food 
scraps decompose in the landfill, it creates large amounts of methane 
gas. Methane is a greenhouse gas that traps heat in our atmosphere, 
which is harmful to our environment and climate.

Many large grocery stores and supermarkets have food donations in 
place, connecting surplus edible food with local organizations for 
community distribution. In the new year, SB 1383 will also require 
certain businesses like wholesale food vendors, food distributors, 
food service providers, and grocery stores to donate their excess 
edible food. You can learn more about edible food recovery and find 
a list of local food distribution organizations on the City’s website:  
www.cityoflagunaniguel.org/1397/Edible-Food-Recovery. 

If you own or manage a business that would like to improve or 
implement a food scrap and green waste recycling service, you can contact the City’s dedicated Sustainability Coordinators 
at CR&R Environmental Services to help you assess your property’s waste needs and comply with all State-mandated 
recycling requirements. CR&R’s Food Scrap Recycling and Green Waste Recycling Programs are offered at a fraction of 
the cost of an equivalent trash service, so your property may be able to comply with the requirements and see decreases in 
total disposal costs! CR&R’s Sustainability Coordinators can assist your property in getting a recycling program set up, 
providing education and outreach, and developing a customized service proposal that may reduce your businesses disposal 
costs. CR&R Sustainability Coordinators can be reached at LagunaNiguel-Recycles@crrmail.com.

CITY OF LAGUNA NIGUEL UPDATE

Commission and Committees 
The City of Laguna Niguel is currently accepting applications to fill 22 volunteer positions on various City Commissions 
and Committees. The recruitment period closes on November 19. Interested persons can view information regarding the 
recruitment and an overview of each commission and committee function on the City’s website, along with a fillable 
application. With the exception of the Military Support Committee and the Youth Committee, all applicants must be Laguna 
Niguel residents and registered voters.  To learn more about these exciting volunteer opportunities, please visit the City 
website or contact our the City Clerk by email at cityclerk@cityoflagunaniguel.org, or by telephone at (949) 362-4301.

https://www.cityoflagunaniguel.org/1397/Edible-Food-Recovery
mailto:LagunaNiguel-Recycles@crrmail.com
https://www.cityoflagunaniguel.org/1404/General-Information-and-Vacancies
mailto:cityclerk@cityoflagunaniguel.org
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Veteran's Day
Day Light  

Savings Ends

7:30 - 9:00 am
Networking Breakfast 

(Crown Valley
Community Center)
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 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

12:00 - 1:00 am
Horning Chiropractic  

& Acupuncture  
Ribbon Cutting

7:30 - 9:00 am
Governmental & 

Community  
Relations 
(City Hall  

Community Room)
9:00 - 10:00 am

Executive Comm

11:45  am - 1:00 pm 
Health & Wealth  
Power Partners

4:00 - 5:00 pm
Ambassadors  MTG

8:30 - 9:30 am 
Membership Team

11:30 - 1:30 pm
Women Who Mean 
Business Luncheon 

(Crown Valley  
Community Center)

(Office Closed
at noon)

Thanksgiving  
Day

(Office Closed) (Office Closed)
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4:00 - 6:00 pm
Chanukah Wonderland 

Menorah Lighting

5:30 - 7:00 pm 
Holiday Mixer

(Sway Ballroom)

10:00 am- 12:00 pm
Holiday Parade

(Crown Valley Pkwy)

Chanukah Begins
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8:30 - 9:30 am 
Membership Team

 

 
 

	
 

 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

9:00 - 10:00 am
Board Meeting

9:00 - 10:00 am
Executive Meeting

7:30 - 9:00 am
Governmental & 
Comm Relations

(LN Comm. Room)

11:45  am - 1:00 pm 
Health & Wealth  
Power Partners

7:30 - 9:00 am
Networking Breakfast 

(Crown Valley
Community Center)

NOVEMBER EVENTS

Christmas

Christmas Eve
(Office Closed  

at Noon)

9:00 - 10:00 am
Board Meeting

5:00 - 7:00 pm
Holly Jolly

Christmas Tree 
Lighting

(LN City Hall)

First Day of 
Winter

Chanukah Ends

HEALTH & WEALTH
POWER PARTNERS MEETING
For those members in the health, 
fitness and financial industries.
Monday, November 1
11:45 am - 1:00 pm
Horning Chiropractic & 
Acupuncture
25241 Paseo de Alicia Suite 150, 
Laguna Hills
RSVP by 11/28

GOVERNMENTAL & 
COMMUNITY RELATIONS
Friday, November 5
7:30 - 9:00 am (Free/No 
Reservations)
City Hall Community Room
30111 Crown Valley Parkway, LN 
Guest Speaker: 
John Dobken
PIO/Media Relations Manager 
“Decommissioning SONGS”
Complimentary Refreshments
Sponsored by:
CR&R and SDG&E

WOMEN WHO MEAN 
BUSINESS LUNCHEON 
(see cover)
Tuesday, November 9
11:30 am – 1:00 pm
Crown Valley Community Center
29751 Crown Valley Pkwy, LN
$50 – Prepaid Chamber Members
$55 – Non-Members & At the Door 
RSVP online by NOON 11/5

HORNING CHIROPRACTIC 
& ACUPUNCTURE RIBBON 
CUTTING
Thursday, November 18
12:00 – 1:00 pm
25241 Paseo de Alicia Suite 150, 
Laguna Hills
Come & help us support this 
Chamber Member!
RSVP by 11/16

NETWORKING BREAKFAST
Friday, November 19 
Check-in 7:15, 7:30 - 9:00 am
Crown Valley Community Center
29751 Crown Valley Pkwy, LN
Sponsored by:
David Weiss 
David Weiss Designs Fine Jewelry 
$25/Members & Non-Members 
(1st Time)
$30/Non-Members (2nd Time and 
Thereafter)
Bring a raffle prize for further 
exposure
RSVP online by 11/16

New Year's Eve
(Office Closed)(Office Closed)(Office Closed)(Office Closed)(Office Closed)

LN Shop N Dine 
Begins




