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ORANGE COUNTY IS MOVING TO THE ORANGE TIER!!!

CHAMBER FINALLY ABLE TO START PLANNING SPECIAL EVENTS!

We can finally truly call ourselves an ORANGE COUNTY! County officials this week have announced that with Covid-19
hospitalizations steadily declining, including “Yellow-Tier Levels” for ICU patients, case and positivity rates, the longawaited designation of Orange Tier has been realized.
Moving up to the Orange Tier allows for more business to reopen. Retail stores will no longer have to limit attendance, and
churches, movie theaters, museums, zoos and aquariums can expand attendance to 50% of capacity.
Restaurants can expand indoor dining to 50%, wineries can offer indoor service at 25%, and bars that don’t serve food can
reopen outdoors for the first time. Gyms and fitness centers can expand to 25% of capacity, and family entertainment centers
can offer indoor attractions such as bowling.
Orange County has opened another major vaccination site at the fairgrounds in Costa Mesa this week as well. The new site
opened on Wednesday March 31st, a day before residents 50 years and older became eligible for inoculations. The new
site will have extended hours so that people who work or can’t take a day off from work will be able to go at more flexible
times. The site will have walk-up and drive-through appointments, and a “no appointment” option was being worked on at
press time.
We truly have something to celebrate. Spring is here!

FROM OUR BOARD CHAIR

Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce

The Sky Is The Limit!

A little over a month ago, most Californians were living under the state’s tightest coronavirus
restrictions in the purple tier. Businesses in Laguna Niguel of every description where severely
impacted, and in some cases closed permanently. Now more than 83 percent of Californians are
living under the red tier.

Chair of the Board
John Ulrich
Laguna Niguel Lions

As the metrics reduced, hopes grew last week that the end of the pandemic is in sight and the OC
might reopen further early in April to the more moderate Orange Tier. As Covid-19 cases continue to
steadily fall and with vaccinations in Orange County on the rise, the Chamber and all our members
will look forward to an active and more positive Summer as our Chamber returns to the normal
operation that we enjoyed in past years.

We all will soon enjoy the face-to-face events and renew the many friendships that we have enjoyed
in the past with little or no Zoom meetings. Laguna Niguel will open the new community center building in Crown Valley
Park with all the advantages it will bring and all of city government will be open for business as usual. A perfect storm with
the many resources that will come together as we partner to bring success to our many Chamber members and city residents.
The coming several months will be exciting, with a return to face-to-face events such as our monthly Governmental and
Community Relations meeting, After-Hours Mixers and our Networking Chamber Breakfasts. Special events including our
first-ever Chamber Golf Classic, our Health & Wealth Expo and many more amazing opportunities are on the horizon. The
“sky is the limit” as we all recover from the past year and move from negative to a big positive in the rapid upward trajectory
that we will see in the months ahead. We have always collaborated, done wonderful things in the past - and will continue
to do so.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

We are Laguna Niguel Strong.
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Gold

2021 Chair of the Board
John Ulrich, (303) 726-0067
Laguna Niguel Lions Club
Chair Elect
Amber Gallette, 365-5600
Carr Workplaces
Vice Chair
Jennifer Pinnegar, 677-7469
Goosehead Insurance
Secretary
Norma Gaona, 448-5180
First Bank
2018 Chair & 2021 Treasurer
Rick Riegle, 249-8248
Edward Jones

DIRECTORS

Silver

Dan Abrams, 429-7000
Abrams California Health Insurance
Michelle Endo, 363-8840
Good Choice Sushi_
Jan Gameroz, 452-7405
MemorialCare Saddleback Medical Center
Michael Hadland, (858) 715-4595
Cox Communications
Jim McGinley, 338-1997
Laguna Niguel Rotary Club
Mark Montgomery, 337-6225
Montgomery Photography
Medha Patel, 795-2233
Community Member
Paul W. Pendorf, 489-2380
Medicare Supplement Insurance Agent

2021 Trifecta Sponsors

Susan Perry, 365-5737
Capital Funding
Enzo Scognamiglio, 443-1476
Brio Tuscany Grille
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raising funds for the chamber
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Your Chamber has worked hard to communicate and educate over the past year, but what we all have missed the most are
the special events and monthly meetings that keep us all connected. With things opening up, those get togethers will once
again be a reality soon.
But without those events, the Chamber has missed a lot of the income it takes to keep operating. In response, we conducted
an online fund raising auction last week, with a plethora of bucket list vacations, memorabilia, fine dining, personal and
professional services offered by your neighbors.
More than 50 generous donors provided amazing auction items that went up for bid. We can’t thank them enough for their
commitment and generosity:

Thanks to our Donors:
Aliso Creek Minuteman Press
Aliso Niguel Animal Hospital
Balaze & Gregg Dentistry
Brasilia Alterations
Brio Tuscany Grille
Caroline Swift
Carr Workplaces
Chick-fil-A at Laguna Niguel
China Moon Restaurant
Clint Sullivan
Club Pilates Laguna Niguel
Corner Bakery
David Weiss Designs Fine Jewelry
Dianne L. Smith
Edward M. Tannenbaum
Elements Therapeutic Massage
Fred Minagar
Good Choice Sushi

Holiday Bowl Association
Jack Randall Photography
John Ulrich
Justin Abrams
Kids Rule Sports
Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce
Laguna Niguel Family YMCA
Laguna Niguel Racquet Club
Las Golondrinas Mexican Food
Marcelino Cosio C.S.W
Marina Hills Animal Hospital
Montgomery Photography
Crown Pacific Dental
Michelle Endo
Norma Gaona
On Target Indoor Shooting Range, LLC
Pacific Marine Mammal Center
Plumeria Cafe by Stacks

Printex Printing and Graphics Inc.
Prominence Technology Consulting
Rebel Femme Salon
Ron & Cindy Latin
Ruccello Olive Oil
Salon One
Scott Alevy
StretchLab Laguna Niguel
Susan Perry
Sway Ballroom Dance
Sweet Caroline Travel-Cruise Planners
Tastes of Greece
Ted’s Place
The Shelton Family Dry Cleaners
Tony Pepperoni
Winstead Law Group, APC
WR Kitchen & Bar

The Auction Committee
Worked Hard To Make
Everything Happen.
Thanks For
Your Tireless Efforts.
Caroline Swift
Jim McGinley
Dianne L. Smith
Scott Alevy
Kristin Epperson
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Beach Pit BBQ
30065 Alicia Pkwy #A
Laguna Niguel
(949) 312-2809
The real secret to authentic southern bar-b-que is all in how it’s cooked — low and slow — piles of awardwinning, lip-smacking, fall-off-the-bone goodness smoked in-house with hickory wood for hours and hours
on end. We cook from scratch fresh every morning. From our legendary homemade mac ‘n cheese and
sweet vinegar coleslaw to swoon-worthy mains, sides, and desserts, we whip up Southern deliciousness just
the way you like it — with the finest ingredients and a whole lot of love. Stop by & give us a try!

Serra Sol Memory Care
31451 Avenida Los Cerritos,
San Juan Capistrano CA 92675
(949) 899-1798

Serra Sol is a welcoming community where individuals with Alzheimer’s and other types of
dementia can feel fulfilled, cared for and engaged daily. We provide an environment that fully supports the
needs of those with memory loss.   
At Serra Sol, inspirational living is more than our motto. It’s the core of who we are. Even our
name is a reminder of how we bring a touch of warmth into everything we do.
We know that in order to provide a truly inspired life for residents in our care, it’s about much
more than making sure a resident’s health-related needs are met. It’s the little things that mean
a lot. Warmhearted staff who know your loved one’s favorite activities. Comfortable routines
that spark positive memories. Opportunities for fun, laughter and joy each and every day. A
community that truly feels like family.    

Rich Hall,
Senior Living
Consultant

The Noonan
Team
at Compass
Helena & Shawn Noonan

33522 Niguel Rd.,
Dana Point CA 92629
(949) 400-0751

The Noonan Team is a unique real estate consultancy founded in 2002 and developed by husband and wife entrepreneurs, Shawn and
Helena Noonan. Their varied entrepreneurial backgrounds have given them a unique insight into the traditional approach to real estate
sales. They utilize a results-oriented approach and pride themselves on their ability to understand their client’s goals, develop clear
marketing objectives, solve problems quickly and negotiate masterfully. They have been able to consistently produce outstanding results
for their clients with their emphasis on a strategic marketing plan.
In today’s global marketplace, Compass is an internationally recognized luxury brand that can be a powerful differentiator for the
properties they represent and allows them to provide their clients with the best representation and marketing package in the industry.
Their selection to launch the TV Show ‘American Dream TV Orange County’ has established them as an industry leader and gives
them the opportunity to expose their properties to a much larger audience across multiple media channels. Languages Spoken: English,
Spanish, Portuguese, Farsi, Conversational Italian
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American Youth Soccer
Organization (AYSO) Region 41

Abrams California Health Insurance
Agency/Insuresaver

Laguna Niguel Historical Society

Las Golondrinas Mexican Food

Laguna Niguel Military Support
Foundation

Printex Printing &Graphics Inc.

Capistrano Unified School District

Fratello’s Italian Restaurant

HR Advisors, Inc.

Harcourts Prime Properties –
Bob Wolff

Blue Lantern Inn

John L. Campbell
Insurance Agency, Inc.

Family Assistance Ministries

Niguel Children’s Center

Restore Hyper Wellness
+ Cryotherapy

Laguna Niguel Family YMCA

Zachary Orthodontics

Flow Force Plumbing

Rotary Club of Laguna Niguel

Sepulveda Building Materials
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CHAMBER MEMBER news

Looking for a new garage door? Need a repair? Entry Systems Automated Gate & Garage Door Services has been
serving the Orange County community for 49 years. They specialize in garage door replacement and automatic gate and
garage door repair. New design trends include faux wood-grain finish, modern flush and black garage doors as well as smart
home garage door openers. Entry Systems has beautiful garage doors that will add curb appeal to your home! Just call (949)
495-0835 and they can help you find the perfect door for your home. Remotes are available for sale curbside at the office at
26941 Cabot Road, #122, Laguna Hills. They are five-star rated on Google, Yelp & Angie’s list. https://Entry-Systems.com
Sepulveda Building Materials has provided unsurpassed selection and service for 60 years. They specialize in
natural and manufactured stone, interlocking pavers, and brick. They also offer BBQ grills from Firemagic and DCS.
They carry patio heaters, landscape, outdoor lighting, and much more. Sepulveda Building Materials currently has five
locations to meet your needs. Their locations are in Laguna Niguel, Gardena, San Bernardino, Thousand Palms and Indio.
Check out their newly redesigned website that is now mobile friendly. You can shop all of their items and purchase
them for delivery or in-store pick-up at any of the five locations. The Laguna Niguel location is at 28092 Forbes Road,
or you can visit them at www.sepulveda.com
Looking for a new set of wheels? See how much you can save with Financial Partners Credit Union. They have GREAT
RATES for new auto loans - as low as 2.49% APR*. They offer 90 days no payments, up to 120% financing, and free Job
Loss Protection. To finance a pre-owned vehicle, rates are as low as 3.24% APR* - with 90 days no payments and terms up
to 84 months. They might also be able to refinance and lower the payments on your current car loan! For more than eighty
years, Financial Partners Credit Union has provided banking services to Californians. Give them a call at (949) 342-3231 to
see what they can do for you! Located at: 27672 Crown Valley Parkway, Mission Viejo.
Is your student registered to take the AP Exams in May or June? Then now is the time to prepare with Huntington Learning
Center Laguna Niguel. Strong scores on the #APExams can help your student earn college credit or place out of lower
level college prerequisites. This means paying less in tuition and graduating early! Each AP Exam covers the content of
that subject area. Most of the AP Exams combine multiple-choice questions with an open-response section, which may be
in essay format, problem-solving format, or spoken response. Give Huntington Learning Center a call at (949) 328-1151 to
learn more about how they can help your AP student prepare for AP Exams this year.
May 3, 2021 is the 20th anniversary of Soka University of America in Aliso Viejo. Soka’s unusual “need blind” acceptance
policy allows them to admit the most keen-minded young people from around the world without concern for finances. This
policy works because Soka is endowment-dependent: it relies on the returns from the investment to cover costs, not tuition
fees. To continue to enroll and support the most qualified students, and to provide an 8:1 student/faculty ratio and average
class size of 12, Soka works to maintain robust growth of their endowment.  U.S. News & World Report’s “Best Colleges
2021” ranks Soka University as Top 10 in Best Value and Top 30 among National Liberal Arts Colleges. Learn more about
Soka University at www.Soka.edu
San Diego Gas & Electric’s (SDG&E) residential customers will receive a break
on their utility bills in the coming months, thanks to the California Climate Credit
program, which is part of the state’s efforts to fight climate change. In April, natural
gas customers will see their bill reduced by $17.86. This summer, SDG&E electricity
customers will also see their bills offset by $34.60 in climate credits in both August
and September (or a total of $69.20) - when energy use typically goes up due to hot
weather. There is no action required to receive the credit. All residential natural
gas customers will automatically receive this credit from SDG&E on their April
bill. All electricity customers, including community choice aggregation customers,
will automatically receive the credit on their August and September billing cycles.
For more information, visit SDGEnews.com
Certified appraiser Gloria Gales of Catalina Appraisal Service offers over 26 years of
experience identifying, valuing and brokering fine art and decorative art from around the
world. Whether you wish to insure or sell a single piece of art, or an entire art collection,
Gloria Gales can assist with professional research and knowledge. Catalina Appraisal
Service does written appraisals for all types of art: original paintings, drawings, limited
edition prints, sculptures and pottery. Gloria is always available to discuss the appraisals
with her clients, either on the telephone at (949) 715-0308 or via email at GloriaGales@
gmail.com More info at: www.OCArtAppraiser.com
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Griffin Optometric Group
Dr. T. Powers Griffin, Jr.
Dr. S. Randall Griffin
Dr. Patrick Griffin
Dr. Beverly Miller
140 Avenida Del Mar
San Clemente, CA 92672
949.492.1853
30030 Town Center Drive
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677
949.495.3031
The Courtyards at Talega
1001 Avenida Pico, Suite A
San Clemente, CA 92673
949.940.0200
www.griffinoptometric.com
est. 1957 by Dr. Ted P. Griffin

government & Community Relations
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CalChamber’s Advocacy Leader
to Present

Pro-Business and “Job Killer Bills”

Executive Vice President Jennifer Barrera
set for April 2nd GCR Meeting
The California Chamber of
Commerce is well known for
their tireless advocacy for
businesses throughout our
state, often facing resistance
from a legislature that has
earned its “anti-business”
reputation.
At
the
April
monthly
meeting of the Chamber’s
Governmental & Community
Relations group, the leader of
CalChamber’s legislative efforts will share their outlook for
the 2021 legislative season and discuss their newly-released
listing of “Job Killer Bills” for 2021.
Jennifer Barrera oversees the development and
implementation of policy and strategy as executive vice
president and represents the California Chamber of
Commerce on legal reform issues.
She led CalChamber advocacy on labor and employment
and taxation from September 2010 through the end of 2017.

As senior policy advocate in 2017, Barrera worked with
the executive vice president in developing policy strategy.
She was named senior vice president, policy, for 2018 and
promoted to executive vice president as of January 1, 2019.
In addition, she advises the business compliance activities
of the CalChamber on interpreting changes in employment
law.
From May 2003 until joining the CalChamber staff, she
worked at a statewide law firm that specializes in labor/
employment defense.. She represented employers in both
state and federal court on a variety of issues, including wage
and hour disputes, discrimination, harassment, retaliation,
breach of contract, and wrongful termination. She also
advised both small and large businesses on compliance
issues, presented seminars on various employment-related
topics, and regularly authored articles in human resources
publications.
Ms. Barrera earned a B.A. in English from California State
University, Bakersfield, and a J.D. with high honors from
California Western School of Law.

Be Sure to Join our Zoom meeting on April 2, 2021 at 8:00 am
Meeting ID: 864 9716 3670
Passcode: 930916

Mission Hospital’s
Chief Executive Seth Tiegen
was highly informative
at March GCR Meeting
The March meeting of the Chamber’s Governmental & Community
Relations group featured a presentation on that explained how the
Mission Hospital complex has dealt with the health risks and
impacts of the Covid-19, presented by Seth Tiegen.
Seth presented some intriguing facts and explanations and described
how his superb staff has overcome hurdles and complications
brought on by the Covid-19 pandemic. Those in attendance came
away with a renewed confidence in our local healthcare providers
and a deeper appreciation for the hard work they have put in to
protect us all.
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our digital after hours mixer
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AFTER-HOURS MIXER on April 29th
The April “(Way) Back to School” Mixer!
When some loud bragger tries to put you down and says his school is
great….what do YOU say? You’ll have a great opportunity to share
some memories at our After-Hours Mixer for April – and also share a
little about you and your business in the process.
Our theme this month is “(Way) Back to School” as we celebrate the
return of most of our community’s children to full time and on-site
schooling. So what better time to connect with Chamber members
and guests and talk about your business? Lessons learned in school
evolved into lessons learned in the business world, so be sure to be
prepared to let the rest of us know how that worked for you.
Here is the fun part….search your school yearbook, your Facebook
page or photo album and find a photo of you “back in the day” in
school to share with everyone else. You might be in a football uniform,
prom dress or in a school play – or just hanging around with your
friends – but it will be fun to see how much everyone has changed
through the years.
Join us for a fun hour of networking with many of your Chamber
friends and share some great “Way Back” memories of school days
past. Of course, you’ll have a chance to tell the others in “The Zoom
Room” about your business and services. Try to join us for the April
After-Hours Mixer.

Join Our Zoom Mixer on April 29, 2021 at 5:30pm
Mixer ID: 833 8659 0282
Passcode: 667563

PRINT

•

ONLINE

•

TABLETS

•

SMART PHONES

•

COMMUNITY WEBSITE

BE A PART OF THE MUST-HAVE “LAGUNA NIGUEL THE GUIDE” NOW!

www.mychamberad.com/LagunaNiguel
Visit the site above or contact Casie Tryon, Advertising Sales Executive at (951) 318-2488 or Casie@LNChamber.com
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networking breakfast
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We are getting closer! As we transition from red to orange, we are looking forward to our return to face-to-face
meetings and networking events in the coming months. Until then, we will keep dong our best to provide digital
connections with fellow Chamber members at our Networking Breakfasts and After-Hour Mixers. Plan on joining
us for these fun and entertaining Zoom events this month!

NETWORKING BREAKFAST on April 20th
“It’s SPRING Again!”
It’s Spring Again
I can hear the birds sing again
I see the flowers start to bud again
And I see young people fall in love

And I said it’s Spring again
Time for us to do all the things again
That we love to do
In Spring again

When the late great song master Lou Rawls sang this beautiful song, he paid tribute to the time of year that is the favorite
season for many of us. And this year, his lyrics have more meaning, as we look to do the things that we have missed so much
over the past year.
So – as you look to get back out in the yard and make your beautiful home in our
beautiful community even more spectacular – this month’s Networking Breakfast
on April 20th will feature a Laguna Niguel icon and leader of the devoted volunteers
who manage our City’s beloved Botanical Garden.
Monty McDivitt is the President of the Niguel Botanical Preserve and a former
Laguna Niguel Citizen of the Year. Born in the Midwest, he is an acknowledged
expert on gardening and local plant life, and he will share some tips on spring
planting and maintenance so that your garden at home can look as lush and
spectacular as the Botanical Preserve itself. He will also share information about
the Preserve, considered by many to be “the best kept secret in Laguna Niguel.”
Be sure to join us for an informative program the morning of April 20th. Sometime
soon we will return to face-to-face events, including our popular Monthly
Networking Breakfasts. In April though, we will be live on Zoom. But it will
feature a program that we know you will enjoy.

Join Our Zoom Breakfast on April 20, 2021 at 8:00am
Meeting ID: 890 8992 3910
Passcode: 975106
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city of laguna niguel
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FREE Drive-thru Document Shred Event on April 3
The City of Laguna Niguel and the Police Services Department
will be hosting a FREE Drive-thru Document Shred Event on
Saturday, April 3, from 7:00 am to 12:00 pm (or until trucks reach
full capacity), at City Hall.
Please note that there will be a maximum of 10 banker boxes per
carload. To ensure participant safety and the safety of others, County
COVID-19 guidelines will be followed. Participants must stay
inside of the vehicle. Participants will place all items for shredding
in the trunk or rear compartment of the vehicle.
Participants will be asked to open the trunk or rear compartment,
and staff will retrieve documents. In anticipation of high demand,
the City has already scheduled an additional shred event to take
place on Saturday, June 26th, with additional details to be provided
closer to the event date.

Free COVID-19 Testing at City Hall
The City of Laguna Niguel, in partnership with the County of
Orange, is providing free COVID-19 testing in front of City Hall.
The mobile testing kiosk is operated by medical staff from 360Clinic
on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Registration is available at www.360clinic.md, and walk-up
appointments are welcome. Testing results are available within 48
hours via text or email. *Please note that testing is unavailable on
Saturday, 4/3.

Laguna Niguel Youth Committee College Fair
The City of Laguna Niguel and Laguna Niguel Youth Committee will host a
Virtual College Fair event on Saturday, April 17, from 10:00 am- 1:00 pm.
There will be 3 exhibit halls as part of the virtual event: In-State Public
Schools, In-State Private Schools, and Out of State Schools.
Participants will be able to visit with up-to 30 colleges and have live chats
with college representatives.
To register, please visit https://lnyccollegefair.easyvirtualfair.com/prefair.
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APRIL 2021
Sun
Mon
Tues

Wed

					

C hamb e r ca l e n dar

4

5

6

7

8:30 - 9:30 am
Membership Team

Easter

Thurs

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

9:00 - 10:00 am
Executive Meeting

8:00 - 9:00 am
Governmental &
Comm Relations

7:00 - 12:00 PM
FREE
Shredding Event
(City Hall)

8

9

10

16

17

9:00 - 10:00 am
Board Meeting

11

12

13

14

15

18

19

20

21

22

28

29

23

24

8:00 - 9:00 am
Niguel Botanical
Preserve
Networking Breakfast

25

26

27

30

5:30 - 6:30 pm
"(Way) Back to High
School" Mixer

The Chamber is hopeful that we will be able to resume holding in-person meetings and events sometime
mid-year. We realize that it still may be necessary to hold these events and meetings digitally due to the
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and directives from the Governor of California. Please see our
frequent email communications for any updates.

may 2 0 2 1
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

							

2

9

3

4

11:45 am - 1:00 pm
Health & Wellness
Power Partners

8:30 - 9:30 am
Membership Team

10

11

5

12

1

6

7

9:00 - 10:00 am
Executive Comm

8:00 - 9:00 am
Governmental &
Comm Relations

13

14

15

8

9:00 - 10:00 am
Board Meeting

Mother's Day

16

Sat

17

18

19

20

21

22

26

27

28

29

8:00 - 9:00 am
Networking
Breakfast

23/30

24/31

Memorial Day

25

5:30 - 6:30 pm
After-Hours Mixer

The Free Drive-Thru Document Shredding Event will be held on Saturday, April 3, from 7:00 am to 12:00 pm, or
until trucks reach full capacity, at Laguna Niguel City Hall. 30111 Crown Valley Parkway.

LIMIT OF 10 BANKER BOXES PER CARLOAD
For your safety and the safety of others, County COVID-19 guidelines will be followed. Please wear a face
covering and stay inside your vehicle. Place all items for shredding in the trunk or rear compartment. Participants
will be asked to open the trunk or rear compartment and staff will retrieve documents.
Please remove notebooks, folders, binding clips, or any heavy metal clasps before bringing items to be shredded.
There is no need to remove staples or standard paper clips.
For more information, please call (949) 362-4303.

