
The Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce’s mantle 
of leadership was passed during ceremonies at our 
Networking Breakfast on January 19th, and despite 
being a digital ceremony on Zoom, it was a meaningful 
event. It featured our legacy of leadership dating back to 
the Chamber’s inception…and the swearing-in of 2021 
Chamber Board Chair John Ulrich and the officers and 
board members.

Mayor Fred Minagar continued the long-standing 
tradition of our City’s Mayor swearing-in the new Board 
Chair and the officers and board members, indicative 
of the exceptional partnership between the City and 
the Chamber. Following the oath of office, 2020 Chair 
Michelle Endo handed the ceremonial gavel over to new 
Chair John Ulrich with some 
well-received comments by 
both.

John Mark Jennings, the popular former Laguna Niguel Mayor and City Councilman, 
served as Master of Ceremonies and did his usual superb job, mixing humor and 
content well. We are grateful for his years of civic leadership and lending his talents 
to help make it a special morning. 

Rick Van Alstine, the Chamber’s first President and chair of the original organizing 
committee, was on hand to introduce the many past Presidents and Chairs of the 
Board in attendance. Joe Orsak led the Pledge of Allegiance, Heidi Fisher offered 
an Inspirational Moment, Stephanie Winstead introduced the City leadership and 
David Simpson recognized the Chamber’s Chair Circle Partners. David Russell 
Ohrn opened and then closed the obligatory Annual Meeting, which he has done for 
most of the past three decades. 

They were joined by fellow past chairs Betty Pequet, Gary Capata, Eric Simonson, 
Bill Klamfoth, Sheldon Pines, Mark Montgomery, Dan Abrams, Rick Riegle and 
outgoing 2020 Chair Michelle Endo, along with nearly 70 other members and 
guests on the Zoom Cast, including our former CEO Debbie Newman (all the way 
from Florida).

The 2021 officers who were installed include Amber Gallette of Carr Workplaces 
as Chair-Elect, Jennifer Pinnegar of Goosehead Insurance as Vice Chair, First 
Bank’s Norma Gaona as Secretary and past chair Rick Riegle of Edward Jones as 
Treasurer. They were joined by the nine other members of the Board of Directors.
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Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce

A new chamber year kicked off with our installation breakfast late last month. I was honored 
when 2020 Chair Michelle Endo passed the gavel to me as the incoming Chair of the Board. 
Having the gavel (a large sledgehammer) as the symbol of chamber leadership passed to each 
incoming chair carries a heavy responsibility and tradition that has been held by many amazing 
leaders since 1982 – and more than a dozen of them were on hand. 

It was certainly a humbling experience for me as our outgoing chair Michelle Endo handed the 
heavy hammer to me (even though it was a virtual experience on a computer screen). Although 
the Chairman position carries a heavy responsibility, having past Chairs like Michelle, the current 
board and chamber staff to offer suggestions and advice surely lightens the load. 

The past twelve months have been a difficult time for our Chamber business members and Chamber 
supporters as we managed and overcame so many hurdles though Covid-19 times. Our current and 
past board members and our incredible chamber staff, Scott and Dianne, have overcome much and 
will continue the same amazing efforts and commitment during the 2021 year.

We will all have much to look forward to during the coming year as we come out of the uncertain times not knowing where 
the pandemic times will take us. For the Chamber, we expect the first six months of the year to continue to be a series of 
vital and informative email blasts, digital breakfasts, mixers, and special events as we manage through the COVID-19 social 
distancing and the many regulations. And with the recent return to the Purple Tier, things are looking up.

Although we would prefer 
person-to-person times together 
today, we will continue to strive 
to offer creative, entertaining, 
and informative events using 
the digital technology as we 
have in past months. Our virtual 
fund-raising auction in March 
will be one of several fun events 
that we are planning. 

During the second half of the 
year, we all are hopeful we 
will be given the green light to 
return to normal daily life with 
our families and businesses. 
Starting in July, we are looking 
forward to having 5-6 or more 
of the face-to-face special 
events that we all will enjoy 
contributing to the business 
success of Chamber members.

In the coming year, we will 
make it our mission to ensure 
Chamber membership is an 
important and valuable part of 
each member’s business success 
in 2021.

FROM OUR NEW BOARD CHAIR

Chair of the Board
John Ulrich

Laguna Niguel Lions Club

Silver

Gold 

diamond  Platinum

2021trifecta SPonSorS

CHAMBER PARTNERS

®

Kicking off our new Chamber Year
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Laguna Niguel Chamber of CommercesHOp AND DINE LAgUNA NIgUEL

The Chamber’s annual program to encourage shopping and dining locally was a success once again.
This year’s version included a few changes and enhancements. The campaign started a couple of weeks earlier, in mid-
November. In response to input from community and Chamber members, entry was simplified and a simple cell phone 
photo of the receipt, emailed to the Chamber’s dedicated email, sufficed for entry. And the most popular new feature was the 
addition of a bonus contest to draw weekly winners of gift cards from Chamber member restaurants and retailers.
As in the past, three Grand Prize winners were drawn publicly in January, this year at the Chamber’s Installation Breakfast 
on January 19th. They were announced at the Laguna Niguel City Council meeting that evening by Mayor Fred Minagar. 

This year’s shop & dine Laguna niguel Winners Are:

A successful shop & dine Laguna niguel 2020 is in the Books

      $1,000 – debbie Cetin   $500 – John Kinney         $250 – Crystal Cassab

The City provides the $1,750 funding for the grand prize-winning entrants as part of their business and community 
development efforts in partnership with the Chamber.
The 2020 Shop & Dine Laguna Niguel program was, like all business and programs, impacted by the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Despite those hurdles, a total of nearly 1,200 entries were submitted, totaling more than $51,000 in local purchases. The 
average submittal was roughly $48 per purchase.
The prize winners received gift cards from these ten selected Laguna Niguel merchants:

Good Choice sushi • Knolls Restaurant •Tastes of Greece • Handel’s Ice Cream • Romeo Cucina
Fratello’s Italian Restaurant • Marina Hills Animal Hospital •The druggist •Costco • Jersey Mike's - Greenfield

As 2021 promises to be a better year – you can bet that your Chamber will come up with an even better program!

Mellotti & Rasmusson
An Accountancy Corporation

John L. Mellotti, CPA

30092 Ivy Glenn Drive, Suite 150
Laguna Niguel, California 92677

(949) 495-2622 • Fax (949) 495-0138

e-mail john@lagunaniguelcpas.com

Bob Rasmusson, CPA
e-mail bob@lagunaniguelcpas.com

MKT-5894I-A
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Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce CHAMBER MEMBERsHIp

Robert Snook
Consulting Engineer

(949) 573-9163
www.EKG IT

Dependable IT Solutions That Let You Focus on What Matters—Your Business. EKG IT isn’t just another IT 
company. We work hard to build great relationships with our customers and provide creative solutions. We 
don’t fit customers into our mold, we mold to fit our customer’s needs. That’s what makes EKG a perfect fit.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001QK3IR2K-OtSlsoizXYte97pXkfOMRVsnSwvtO0UPYaRkf_h6kKfY5hQfmNHGwytFx6Yz1kLOSaIz3piOLHEKbSaHS4fRdRPsc9hVXkkdvRoBvz21bDqSPB-xViTgY8ztZ-JUKzyPJAU=&c=uDDQLowr5zrJwy11FqGNn7nDfErybKLM_zC8OuJOAF-iNJe68qrsbQ==&ch=S27zYdug3F1mKS4JxDvlpXvXMsH_oNCAyHoCdgolBVMzm3qkylw44A==
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Orange County Transportation Authority 
www.OCTA.net Linda Lindholm Vito & Karen Ferlauto 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parker Coaching & Equipping 
www.parkercoaching.com 

 

Community Roots Academy 
www.learningcommunities.org 

State Farm Insurance – Victoria Poré 
www.VictoriaPore.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Picerne Group/blu Apartment Homes 
www.picerneresidential.com 

 

HomeSmart Evergreen Realty 
www.homesbyshari.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Brio Tuscany Grille 
www.BrioRestaurant.co
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Marina View Preschool & Kindergarten 
www.MarinaviewPreSchool.com 

Pacific Financial Planners, LLC 
www.YourMoneyTalks.com 

Mancino Door & Window, Inc. 
www.mdwdoors.com 

Catalina Appraisal Service 
www.OCArtAppraiser.com 
 
www.OCArtAppraiser.comw
ww.OCArtAppraiser.com 
www.OCArtAppraiser.com 

 

 

 

 

Aliso Creek Minuteman Press 
www.AlisoCreekPrinting.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sater Secretarial & Business Services 
http://satersecretarialservices
.com/ 

Laguna Niguel Senior Citizens Club 
www.LagunaNiguelSeniorCitizensClub.com 

 

 

 

 

College and Career Advantage 
www.ccadvantage.org 

KONSTANT KLEAN 

Pool & Spa Specialists 

 

KONSTANT KLEAN 

Pool & Spa Specialists 

 

KONSTANT KLEAN 

Pool & Spa Specialists 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
India Grill 

www.IndiaGrill-LagunaNiguel.com 
Quantum Termite & Construction, Inc. 

www.QuantumTermite.com 
San Diego County Credit Union 

www.SDCCU.com 

Financial Partners Credit Union 
www.FPCU.org 

Alicia Parkway Branch 

Shari 
Horowitz 
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Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce CHAMBER MEMBER NEWs

Get your orders in for Valentine’s Day!!!  McCool Flowers prides itself on offering award-winning floral designs of only 
the freshest, premium flowers. Their friendly and knowledgeable staff is dedicated to providing the ultimate flower buying 
experience to their valued customers. They feature unique, fresh flower arrangements for any occasion or any custom order. 
You will find forty-plus varieties of fresh cut flowers every day, including tropical flowers and Ecuadorian roses. Their 
multi-step flower processing is what sets them apart from all other vendors and guarantees lasting quality. They also carry a 
variety of premium living plants, orchids and succulents. Show someone they are loved!
Location: 31271 Niguel Road, Suite A, Laguna Niguel   (949) 488-7988    www.McCoolFlowers.com
 
To ease the burden COVID-19 has had on Orange County, Alzheimer’s orange County (AlzoC), in partnership with the 
County of Orange and Fairview Developmental Center, opened a short-stay care facility at Fairview Developmental Center 
in Costa Mesa for dementia residents who are COVID-19 positive, but do not require significant medical care. The facility 
provides 24/7 compassionate care, staffed by LVN teams and caregivers with dementia training. Opened on December 28th 
with 25 beds, with capacity to expand to 50 beds, AlzOC’s aim is to free up beds at hospitals that have reached max-capacity. 
Assemblywoman Cottie Petrie-Norris played an integral role in getting the facility approved. Contact Patty Barnett Mouton 
at (714) 349-5517 for more information.

A new era for Monarch Beach!  The Monarch Beach Resort & Club has officially become Waldorf Astoria Monarch 
Beach Resort & Club, the newest resort in an iconic family of luxury destinations. Every day their team strives to deliver 
immaculate service and unmatched opportunities for you to create unforgettable moments to be passed from generation to 
generation. From their kids club to their beach club, they offer experiences for all ages that are designed to be shared with 
one another. Throughout 2021, they will bring you elevated experiences and fresh adventures that make the most of their 
stunning coastal locale. They hope you’ll join them on this journey, online at www.waldorfastoriamonarchbeach.com   and 
on Instagram and Facebook @wamonarchbeach., or at your next visit to the Resort & Club!

Huntington Learning Center in Laguna niguel is pleased to now be offering select tutoring and test prep programs online! 
For four decades, Huntington Learning Center has been the premier learning center, providing supplemental instruction 
for K-12 students. They meet the needs of students with learning disabilities such as ADHD and dyslexia. They provide 
academic skill building from phonics to calculus; tutoring in all major subject areas; ACT, SAT, and PSAT exam prep; and 
study skills programs tailored to the learner. At Huntington, they understand the importance of academic achievement and 
work together with the student, the school, and the parent throughout the process. Call them today at (949) 328-1151 to 
ensure your child starts the new year strong.  https://huntingtonhelps.com/center/laguna-niguel 

Calling all Juniors, Seniors and everyone in between! Do you enjoy helping people? Are you looking to do something 
rewarding? Do you like meeting new people and working in a fabulous atmosphere? American Cancer society, discovery 
shop is looking for new volunteers to help them in their fabulous shop! For 55 years, the Society has owned and operated 
these specialty upscale resale stores, featuring items such as clothing, accessories, jewelry, furniture, artwork, antiques, 
collectibles, and other household items. Many different shifts are available. Just 1 shift a week is all they ask! Call them at: 
(949) 831-8523 or stop by (27281 La Paz Road, Suite E, LN) and ask for the Manager, Carol Nehring.

As part of their ongoing commitment to personal finance education, san diego County Credit Union (sdCCU) is excited to 
present their weekly “Financial Wellness Wednesday” online programs - free to the community - every Wednesday 3times a 
day (9am, 12pm & 3pm).  SDCCU’s online webinar resources feature esteemed guest speakers, George Chamberlin and Jim 
Stickley. Their financial planning education topics include retirement planning, investing, stocks, bonds, real estate, personal 
financial management, online security, preventing identity theft and more. Check their events calendar at Events with SDCCU 
for details on upcoming seminars.  “Bizkid$ Programs” is SDCCU’s free program that helps kids/teens learn about finances 
and money management at www.sdccu.com/bizkids.  The online site includes YouTube videos, quizzes, games, worksheets, 
etc.

HR Advisors can fulfill your company’s human resources needs from providing training to managing the entire HR 
department for companies small and large. Unlike other HR consulting firms, their consultants provide comprehensive, 
turn-key solutions to help companies stay compliant with HR requirements.  A new executive order took effect on December 
14, 2020 and updates the current guidance regarding the recommended length of quarantine for individuals exposed to 
COVID-19.  Employers must ensure their COVID Prevention Plan and procedures comply with this new executive order. 
Contact Heidi Fisher at (949) 497-7329 for assistance with your prevention plan, and for more information about the many 
other new laws in effect for 2021.  

http://www.McCoolFlowers.com
http://www.waldorfastoriamonarchbeach.com
https://huntingtonhelps.com/center/laguna-niguel
https://www.sdccu.com/banking/ira-retirement-account/
https://www.sdccu.com/loans/home-loan-mortgages/
https://www.sdccu.com/knowledge/identity-theft-protection-tips/
https://www.sdccu.com/about/community/events/
https://www.sdccu.com/about/community/events/
http://www.sdccu.com/bizkids
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Laguna Niguel Chamber of CommerceCHAMBER MEMBER spOTLIgHTs

Jonathan Chen started his culinary 
journey and career at China Moon 
Restaurant at the early age of 6. When 
his classmates would play after school, 
Jonathan and his brother would play 
at the restaurant by greeting guests, 
bussing tables, preparing family recipes 

and learning all aspects of the business from their parents, 
Jackson and Vanissa Chen.
After years of experience in the family business, Jonathan 
furthered his education by attending the California Culinary 
Academy in San Francisco and earning his Associates degree 
in the Culinary Arts. Shortly after he graduated, he shifted 
towards the quick service industry, where he worked for Pei-
Wei and Panda Restaurant Group on their management team. 
At Panda, Jonathan built his leadership skills and went on to 
open and operate the first Panda Express in Lake Forest, CA.
Having a strong restaurant background and a love to create, 
Jonathan took his strengths back home to Laguna Niguel and 
helped further evolve the family business. Over the years, 
China Moon has received numerous accolades and awards, 
such as, the prestigious ‘Southern California Restaurant 
Writers Award’ from the Orange County Register, as well 
as the ‘Best Chinese from 2010 – 2017’ from ‘myfoxla’s 
HOTLIST.’
With his passion for food and attention to detail, Jonathan 
strives to provide the best food and service for the 
community while maintaining a safe and clean environment. 
All in all, he looks to deliver an experience that is both fun 
and memorable for his guests to enjoy from beginning to 
end, each time they visit. Come visit him at the beautifully-
remodeled China Moon at 30001 Towne Center Drive, a few 
steps south of Niguel Road.
Q: You first learned the art of Asian cooking from your 
father. What lesson from him have you carried into your 
kitchen mastery today?
A: Dad always said, “if you’re going to do it, then do it the 
best.” There would be times while making sauces, cooking 
or even plating where I just wasn’t feeling it. While I really 
wanted to slack off during those moments, I would hear my 
father’s saying to “do it the best.”
Q: How about your best lesson from the California Culinary 
Academy?
A: Mis en place. The main Chef that taught us the culinary 
aspect of the curriculum highly emphasized to have your 
station mis en place. This pretty much meant that you had 
to have your weapons and ammunition ready and not go 
running for it during the heat of battle. Chef would always 
scold us and sometimes sabotage us knowing we didn’t 
have our ingredients ready before cooking. After a few 
embarrassing moments in front of the whole class, I learned 
my lesson, which greatly helped me in my career afterwards.  

Q: The China Moon menu is deep and amazing. If you were 
to order any dish for yourself, which would it be?
A: The Rainbow Shrimp. It’s the most popular dish here 
at China Moon. Our guests go crazy over it because it’s 
so light, crispy and packed with flavor. Essentially, it’s 
two types of shrimp which we flash fry at 400 F. The first 
shrimp is coated in our Aromatic sauce, which is a sweet and 
garlicky that originated in the 70’s. The second one is our 
Sesame sauce, which is our version of the honey mustard 
topped with sesame seeds. I’d also pair it with Peppercorn 
Chicken, which is a black peppercorn sauce that originates 
from Taiwan. The two dishes complement each other, very, 
very well. 
Q: Growing up in Laguna Niguel, where did you and your 
friends go locally for that late night bite to eat?
A: Back in the days, my friends and I would go to In-N-
Out to get a quick bite and hang out in the parking lot. My 
favorite is still the 3x3 with chilies, regular fries and a coke 
with extra lemons. 
Q: Have the eating habits of those of us in Laguna Niguel 
changed through the years? How?
A: Most definitely so. Over the years, our guests have become 
more and more health conscious. The ongoing trend is the 
gluten-free option and white meat version of our chicken. 
All of our dishes that use a white sauce (light chicken broth) 
are gluten-free and some of our popular dishes such as the 
Rainbow Shrimp, Walnut Shrimp and Fried Rice all are too. 
At China Moon, your meal is freshly prepared. Nothing is 
ever pre-made and dishes are wok’d to order. Therefore, we 
are able to accommodate most of our guests.                
Q: You have done a beautiful job of remodeling China 
Moon. What was your inspiration?
A: The vision I had for the remodel was to preserve the 
familiar elements of China Moon while giving it a more 
simplified look. We kept the same mural design on the top 
of the ceiling and a few of the original art pieces from when 
the restaurant first opened in 1993. We also redesigned the 
layout of the dining space and changed the lighting ambiance 
to give a more modern feel. Even though the restaurant 
might have a new vibe, our recipes and food preparation 
still follow the same consistent taste and familiarity from 
our first restaurant, Mandarin Place, in Lake Forest back in 
the early 80’s. I feel that this restaurant truly represents my 
parents, and the foundation they set along with a touch of 
my own personality and taste.

Jonathan Chen
China Moon Restaurant
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Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce TAx TIps FOR 2021

Can You Write off Expenses Incurred 
While Working Remotely during The Pandemic?

In 2020, the coronavirus pandemic changed the way people live their lives, how students 
attend school, and how employers run their businesses. This crisis forced many to work 
in the comfort of their own homes. Now that the year has ended, filing taxes is the next 
hurdle to pass. One of the biggest questions many are asking is if they can deduct expenses 
related to working from home. The short answer is—it depends.

Prior to the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act (TCJA), a taxpayer that could itemize their deductions 
was eligible to deduct expenses related to working from home as employee business expenses above 2% of their adjusted 
gross income. Since the TCJA was enacted in 2017, miscellaneous itemized deductions were eliminated, including employee 
business expenses for federal tax purposes. Taxpayers who are self-employed or “gig” workers are still able to deduct the 
cost of working or conducting business from home.

Full-time employees who live in a state that still allows working from home expense deduction should continue to keep 
track of these costs. States like California and New York allow these expenses if you can itemize your deduction for state tax 
purposes. There are limitations depending on factors such as your income and your total other deductible items.

The best scenario would be to ask your employer what the policy is for getting reimbursed for expenses related to working 
from home. It will be more beneficial to you if your employer can pay for these costs rather than getting a state tax deduction. 
The tax deduction does not get you every dollar for expenses paid. A full reimbursement from your employer will get you 
back 100% of the money you spent.

You should consult your CPA regarding this deduction and the best course of action for your situation. 

Laguna niguel Chamber of Commerce Has Big Plans for 2021
Scott Alevy, President & CEO

With the darkness of 2020 behind us, the Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce is setting sail for a much better 2021…but 
it just might take half of the year to get out of the harbor!

With restrictions and mandates from the Governor holding us back, we had to postpone nearly every event from March 1st 
until the end of 2020. Despite the lifting of the “Stay-At-Home” mandates on January 25th, those limitations are still in place, 
so we have to remain patient and plan for big things when the pandemic mandates are lifted. Our plan is to be back running 
with special events by mid-2021.

Like most companies and organizations in the state, we were frustrated by the pandemic. We had to watch as several small 
businesses ceased operation during the year. Pier One Imports and Souplantation and fitness businesses like 24-Hour Fitness 
and Fit Body Boot Camp closed their doors for the final time. Numbers were down for most businesses, and the Chamber 
was no different. 

But as 2021 dawned, there has been a recent increase in business openings. A new craft beer tasting spot called Escape Craft 
Brewery recently opened on Camino Capistrano to rave reviews. Three prominent locations in our community with dormant 
operations are re-opening in the next couple of months, including an updated and upgraded similar store and restaurant 
concept at the site of the former Olimendi’s Family Market location at Golden Lantern and Crown Valley Road. It will be 
called Mucho Mucho Market and will be owned operated by the popular local restaurateurs from Good Choice Sushi.

Also, two new concept restaurants will open this spring at the site of the former TGI Fridays at Greenfield and Crown Valley. 
Another new project is the recently-opened Beach Pit BBQ restaurant at Alicia Parkway and Pacific Island Drive, near City Hall.

So those of us at the Chamber of Commerce have an optimistically positive view of our horizon, and we are ready for a 
rebound in 2021. Please shop and dine locally in Laguna Niguel and help us get there!
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Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce

orange County Business Council CEo Lucy dunn 
to present 

“Keeping the orange County Business Community Alive!” 
at GCR Meeting on February 5th

Are you curious about how businesses throughout Orange County have weathered the Covid-19 
storm, and what the regional economic environment might look like coming out of the isolation 
and market shrinkage of the pandemic? 

If so, you won’t want to miss a highly informative hour on February 5, 2021, as the Chamber 
welcomes Lucy Dunn to this month’s Governmental & Community Relations Zoom session. 
Ms. Dunn is an acknowledged expert on business trends and outlooks and has gained the respect 
of business leaders and organizations throughout the region. Her insight about how the past 
year has impacted the overall business climate, and “where we go from here” is sure to be  
eye-opening and important.

As President and CEO of Orange County Business Council, Lucy Dunn leads a dynamic organization of business members, 
working with academia and government, to ensure the county’s economic prosperity and high quality of life. 

Before joining OCBC, she was the first-ever woman president of the Building Industry Association of Southern California 
and an officer of the California Building Industry Association. She served as Director of the California Department of 
Housing and Community Development under Governor Schwarzenegger, who also appointed her to the California 
Transportation Commission in 2008. Governor Jerry Brown reappointed her to 2 more terms. She is founding co-chair of the 
R.E.A.L. Coalition of 23 CEOs of California’s largest business organizations from San Francisco to San Diego advocating 
for infrastructure, housing, education, water and governance reform. 

In 2014, the Orange County Register named her as one of “Orange County’s 100 Most Influential.” In 2016, the Endangered 
Habitats League honored her for her work in advancing protection of habitat and cultural resources, while providing for South 
Orange County mobility options. In 2019, Orange County Business Journal named her one of OC’s 500 most influential.

As always, this month’s Governmental & Community Relations session starts at 8:00am. Following Ms. Dunn’s presentation, 
we will be hearing from representatives of our federal, state, county and city elected leaders on the initial stages of 2021’s 
legislative agenda and how it might impact your business. Don’t miss this Zoom Cast!

Join our Zoom Meeting on February 5, 2021 at 8:00am
Meeting Id: 864 9716 3670
Passcode: 930916

gOvERNMENT & COMMUNITy RELATIONs
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AFTER HoURs MIXER on February 25th  
California dreamin’

How happy is your happy hour? When you are finally able to break away and get out of town, to what site or city do you 
plan on traveling? We all live in such a beautiful state, and chances are there is somewhere just a few hours away that will 
be a perfect destination when you venture out for that first trip in a while.

Sure – you’ve been limited by what you can do and where you can go – but at our 
February After Hours Mixer, you’ll have a chance to dream a little and set your sights 
once again on traveling…all while meeting new business contacts and renewing old 
ones.

When we “go around the Zoom Room” everyone will introduce themselves and their 
business. (That’s the networking part!) And then you will be sharing your favorite 
getaway in the Golden State – that place in California you have traveled to that you 
enjoyed, or perhaps somewhere you have always dreamed about visiting. It should be 
fun and interesting – and may inspire your wanderlust. Be sure to bring a photo of your 
dream destination to share with everyone else.

Join us for a fun hour of networking and dreaming about your next trip. And you just 
might meet your next best customer. All the leaves are brown, and the sky is gray, but 
the February Mixer is sure to make your day!

Join our Zoom Mixer on February 25, 2021 at 5:30pm
Mixer Id: 833 8659 0282
Passcode: 667563

Griffin Optometric Group
Dr. T. Powers Griffin, Jr. 

Dr. S. Randall Griffin 
Dr. Patrick Griffin 
Dr. Beverly Miller

140 Avenida Del Mar 
San Clemente, CA 92672 

949.492.1853

30030 Town Center Drive 
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677 

949.495.3031

The Courtyards at Talega 
1001 Avenida Pico, Suite A 
San Clemente, CA 92673 

949.940.0200

www.griffinoptometric.com
est. 1957 by Dr. Ted P. Griffin

CHAMBER DIgITAL EvENTs

Networking is a big part of our Chamber events and activities. We kept the energy going through a weird 2020 by 
providing digital connections with fellow Chamber members at our Networking Breakfasts and After Hour Mixers. 
And February will be one of our best months in a long time. Plan on joining us for these fun and entertaining Zoom 
events this month!

nETWoRKInG BREAKFAsT on February 16th 

We  Volunteers
Among other things, Laguna Niguel is known for its heart – and the tremendous corps of volunteers who give literally 
thousands of hours every month to serve their community and those less fortunate.

At the Chamber’s Networking Breakfast on February 16th – two days after Valentine’s Day – we will be sharing the love 
with some of the unsung leaders of our community…those who guide the forces of volunteers who make a difference every 
day in Laguna Niguel. 

Those invited to share their experiences that morning include Randy Moraitis of CarePossible, Mary Gray Perdue of Family 
Assistance Ministries, Patty Mouton of Alzheimer’s Orange County, Lissette Bartolome of AYSO, Mary Grant of the 
American Cancer Society and Ron Rivera of the City of Laguna Niguel.

It is sure to be an inspiring morning you will enjoy.

Join our Zoom Breakfast on February 16, 2021 at 8:00am
Meeting Id: 890 8992 3910
Passcode: 975106
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COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Information and Need for Volunteers

Vaccine distribution throughout Orange County is currently 
underway. All residents over the age of 65 are now eligible for the 
vaccine, as well as individuals who fall in the first distribution tier. 
A comprehensive list of groups and professions currently eligible 
to receive the vaccine can be found here. Please note that an 
appointment is required to receive the vaccine from the county. 
More information on vaccine registration can be found on the City’s 
website at https://www.cityoflagunaniguel.org/1235/COVID-19.

CITy OF LAgUNA NIgUEL UpDATE

Business Grant Relief Program Continues through Supervisor Lisa Bartlett’s Office
Applications for the 5th District Small Business Grant Relief Program sponsored by Supervisor Lisa Bartlett are 
now being accepted. This $2 million Small Business Grant Relief Program will support small businesses and 
nonprofit organizations within the 5th Supervisorial District that have been impacted by COVID-19.  The Grant 
program will provide $10,000 (flat rate, single payment) awards to qualifying applicants. Awards will be made on 
a first-come, first-served basis. The City’s economic development team is available to assist businesses through 
this application process and can be contacted at (949)632-4360 or by emailing econdev@cityoflagunaniguel.
org. For eligibility requirements and to apply, visit https://charitableventuresoc.org/d5relief/. 

At-Home COVID-19 Testing Information 
The OC Health Care Agency (HCA) has launched phase 2 of its 
at-home, saliva-based COVID-19 testing program with Ambry 
Genetics for all Orange County residents. They also have a nasal 
swab option available to accommodate individual preferences. 
Orange County Residents can register to receive a test kit shipped 
directly to their home at no cost. Ambry Genetics can process 4,000 
tests each day with a 48-hour turnaround time for notification of 
results. Orange County continues to leverage all available resources 
to provide convenient and reliable testing to all its residents. We 

anticipate the convenience of online test ordering and reporting, telehealth support, and at-home sample 
collection will provide greater support to OC residents as case counts continue to surge across the county. To 
order a no-cost test, please visit https://occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/covid-19-testing. 

https://coronavirus.egovoc.com/covid-19-vaccination-distribution
mailto:econdev@cityoflagunaniguel.org
mailto:econdev@cityoflagunaniguel.org
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The Chamber is hopeful that we will be able to resume holding in-person meetings and events some time  
mid-year. We realize that it still may be necessary to hold these events and meetings digitally due to the 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and directives from the Governor of California. Please see our frequent 
email communications for any updates.
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8:30 - 9:30 am 
Membership Team

	

  

 
 

	

	
 

 

 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

9:00 - 10:00 am
Board Meeting

9:00 - 10:00 am
Executive Meeting

8:00 - 9:00 am
We Luv Volunteers

Networking Breakfast

8:00 - 9:00 am
Governmental & 
Comm Relations

5:30 - 6:30 pm
California Dreamin'
After Hours Mixer

President's Day
(Office Closed)
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Day Light  
Savings Begins

St. Patrick's Day
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 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

9:00 - 10:00 am
Board Meeting

8:00 - 9:00 am
Governmental & 
Comm Relations

8:30 - 9:30 am 
Membership Team

9:00 - 10:00 am
Executive Comm

8:00 - 9:00 am
Networking
Breakfast

5:30 - 6:30 pm
After Hours Mixer

Passsover Begins
(at Sundown)



                                     
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Danube Waltz River Cruise 
Passau to Budapest 

March 27-April 3, 2022 
FROM ONLY $2,828 per person 

 
All Inclusive Chamber Pricing: 
Cruise Fare, Port Fees & Taxes 

Roundtrip Transportation to LAX 
Roundtrip Airfare from LAX & transfers 

Pre-Trip Happy Hour 
Private Onboard Cocktail Party 

Group Coordinator 
Plus…free wifi, shore excursions 

Beer, wine, soft drinks with onboard meals 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON HOW YOU CAN JOIN US  
ON THIS EXCITING TRIP, CONTACT: 

Caroline Swift, 949-363-0430 or 
Scott Alevy at Scott@LNchamber.com 

 

 

  

     8 CABINS LEFT AT THIS PRICE, DON’T MISS THE BOAT! 
*Limited space available at this exclusive Chamber pricing 


