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The Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce teamed up late last month with several 
other leading local community organizations to do something that will provide 
some relief for hundreds of families in our community who have been impacted by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The Chamber initiated a grocery drive that touched donors, recipients and 
volunteers alike. We worked with Chamber member Laguna Niguel Presbyterian 
Church (using their centrally-located parking lot) to assist one of our community’s 
fine and very active nonprofit organizations (and a Chamber member as well), the 
Family Assistance Ministries (FAM) in their mission to support our neighbors. 
Another Chamber member, the Laguna Niguel YMCA, provided an early drop off 
location that enabled generous community members who were unable to attend the 
August 27th event to drop their donated shelf-stable groceries ahead of time.
More than 70 donators’ cars drove through with the bags of  groceries they donated 
during a very fast-paced hour. Bags were removed from the car trunks, photographs 
were taken, a Facebook Live broadcast took place, and the place was filled with 
warmth and smiles.
Pictures and an individual thank you list for our donators and volunteers are listed 
in this edition, and they also appear on the Chamber website (www.LNChamber.
com) and on our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/lnchamber/

Give-A-Bag Drive Thru Event  
Shows Our Heart

August 27th Grocery Collection Event Was a Big Success!

http://www.LNChamber.com
http://www.LNChamber.com
http://www.facebook.com/lnchamber/
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LAGUNA NIGUEL CHAMBER:

FAMILY ASSISTANCE MINISTRIES:
Perdue, Mary Gray

Christenson, Rachael
Sovern, Samantha

Norton, Eva

LAGUNA NIGUEL PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH:

COMMUNITY

THANK YOU TO THOSE LISTED BELOW WHO DONATED FOOD OR MONEY
BUSINESSES

THANKS ALSO TO:
The Laguna Niguel Family YMCA

Mayor Pro Tem Fred Minagar
Council Member Elaine Gennawey

Abrams, Dan & Family
Alevy, Scott
Allen, Carole
Argast, Terry & Dodie
Audrey, Steven
Ayala, Ron & Debbie
Banks, Maria Elena
Bishop, Ernest
Bryson, Anna
Chubbuck Family
Chuman, Jerilyn
Cotton, Brewster & Nancy
Dieterich, Ellen
Doherty, Kim
Dorhout, Greg
Feinberg, Mirta
Feinberg, Sheri (and Oliver)
Gallaway, Steve & Lori

Gault, Cindy
Grupe, Amy
Hampsten, Ellen
Hansen, Lois & Jerry
Heart, Lori
Hermann, Anita
Hickman, Sharon
Ising, Valerie
Jacob, Jan
Jennings, Kelly & John Mark
Johnson, Beth
Joseph, Judy
Klinicke, Ed
Kneubuhl, Kelly
Kruger Family
Leblanc, Nancy
Lee, Soote
Leonhart, Michele

Lepore, Marian
Letourneau, Tammy & Paul
Mays, Rex & Theresa
Mc Closkey, Marilyn
McGinley, Jim
Motske, Richard & Karen
Muck, Stephanie
Murrell, Marilynn
Ondryas, Igor & Cassandra
Otto, Janet
Parker, John & Family
Pearce, Frank
Renning, JoAnn
Resh, Bev
Riddell, Donna
Ryan, Richard & Jenna
Saldana, Sharon 
Santley, Stacey

Schulkin, Bonnie
Sharma, Rischi Paul
Sharman, Karen
Shelton, Jean
Simon, Mary
Smith, Dianne L.
Smith, Mary F.
Smith, Kristen Wilson
Smith, Mary
Stocksdale, Carol
Ulrich, John
Vago, Jill
Vangsnes, Kathy
Velarde, Tawny
Walden, Sandy
Weber, Sibel
Wilson, Mary

Aegis Living
Allen Family Automotive Group

Assembly Pointe Financial
Berkshire Hathaway CA Properties – Candice Burroughs

City of  Laguna Niguel & City Council
doTERRA Oils – Vago

Family Assistance Ministries
InsureSaver Insurance Agency

Laguna Niguel Chamber Of Commerce
Laguna Niguel Family YMCA

Laguna Niguel Presbyterian Church

Laguna Niguel Women’s Club
Marina Hills Animal Hospital

Mission Lutheran Church
Norwex – Mark/Nora Imfeld

Parker Coaching & Equipping
Printex Printing and Graphics Inc.
RealtyOneGroup – Jo Jo Harmon

Senator Patricia Bates - 36th Senatorial District
WeDeliverOC.com

WiLocal

THANK YOU TO THE VOLUNTEERS:

Bortnick, Kim - Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices CA                    
     Properties & PacificWest
Endemano, Ashley (and Wynter) – Wild Creative, inc.
Endo, Michelle – Good Choice Sushi
Gaona, Norma – First Bank
Hakimi, Azita – First Bank
Jennings, Kelly – Mission Lutheran Church 
     & Moulton Niguel Water District
Parker, Nancy - Parker Coaching & Equipping

Pinnegar, Jennifer – Goosehead Insurance
Sharma, Rischi Paul - Assembly Pointe Financial
Simon, Mary – Marina Hills Animal Hospital
Ulrich, John - Laguna Niguel Lions Club 
     & Niguel Botanical Preserve
Vago, Jill – doTERRA Oils
Vaziri, Sara – Zoom Business Brokers
Wise, Mo - eXp Realty of California, Inc

Hampsten, Ellen
Ondryas, Cassandra & Igor

Renning, JoAnn
Resh, Bev

Saldana, Sharon

Walden, Sandy
Wilson, Mary

Vangsnes, Kathy
Weber, Sibel

Riddell, Donna
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VIRTUAL CHAMBER EVENTS

Newsletter photos by Scott Alevy
Layout by South County Printing

DIRECTORS

OFFICERS
2020 Chair of the Board 
Michelle Endo, 363-8840 

Good Choice Sushi
Chair Elect

John Ulrich, (303) 726-0067 
Laguna Niguel Lions Club

Vice Chair 
Amber Gallette, 365-5600 

Carr Workplaces
Secretary

Norma Gaona, 448-5180 
First Bank

2018 Chair & 2020 Treasurer 
Rick Riegle, 249-8248 

Edward Jones

Dan Abrams, 429-7000 
Abrams California Health Insurance

Jan Gameroz, 452-7405 
MemorialCare Saddleback Medical Center

Michael Hadland, (858) 715-4595 
Cox Communications

Jim McGinley, 338-1997 
Laguna Niguel Rotary Club

Mark Montgomery, 337-6225 
Montgomery Photography

Medha Patel, 795-2233 
Moulton Niguel Water District

Paul W. Pendorf, 489-2380 
Medicare Supplement Insurance Agent

Jennifer Pinnegar, 677-7469 
Goosehead Insurance

Enzo Scognamiglio, 443-1476 
Brio Tuscany Grille

2020 CHAMBER OFFICERS  & 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Michelle Endo 
2020 Chair of the  
Board of Directors
Good Choice Sushi

Silver

Gold 

®

diamond  Platinum

2020 trifecta SPonSorS

CHAMBER PARTNERS

MESSAgE fRoM oUR CHAIR

“The Normal” Is Just Around The Corner
   “We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.” 

-      Winston Churchill

Another social distancing month has gone by. I hope all of you are well, safe and healthy! As we are 
coming off the watch list and with high hopes of returning to “normal,” we at the Chamber are continuing 
to serve our members with the most up-to-date information in our city, county, and state. Like I’ve written 
in my past column, we will rise together! 
We Board Members and the Chamber Staff are here for you whether you are a community member, 
corporate member, or a small business owner, so please don’t hesitate to reach us for any questions or 
concerns you may have. Our Mission Statement represents us well: “The mission of the Laguna Niguel 
Chamber of Commerce is to stimulate and support a strong relationship with the business community, 

local government, civic leaders and the community through the development of tools and programs.” Also our Vision 
Statement: “The Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce strives to be the premier business advocacy association, connecting 
its members to local government, the business community and its residents.” 
A huge shout out goes to our Ambassadors for their time and commitment in making our “Give-a-Bag Drive Thru” a huge 
success! We saw so many familiar faces and many new ones in supporting our friends and Chamber member, Family 
Assistance Ministries as they plan on opening up their pantry for those in need, soon! We kindly asked and marketed to our 
members to bring a bag of shelf-stable items, and from what I saw, many MANY of you brought more than one. Another 
reason why I love our community. All of you donors are thanked in this newsletter! A personal Thank You to those who 
donated. It was great to see you! 
Upcoming, we have a great event in place for a City Council Candidates Forum happening virtually this year on Wednesday, 
October 7th. It’s designed for all of you to get to know our running candidates. Stay tuned 
for an informative, get-to-know-them  forum. See you in the Zoom Room! 
In gratitude, 
Michelle 
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PAYROLL SERVICES 

ADP Small Business Services
Brianna Martinelli

5355 Orangethorpe Ave.
La Palma, CA  90623

(626) 200-5607 
www.adp.com/smallbusiness 

CHAMBER RECogNITIoN

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
(JULY 2020)

Brianna a Small Business Consultant with ADP. Her goal 
is to work with business owners to help them mitigate risk 
and control their costs through Human Resource Solutions. 
The Chamber recently switched to ADP for payroll services 
and we highly recommend Brianna’s professionalism and 
“can-do” attitude. Please connect with Brianna today!

TRAVEL AGENCIES/VACATION  
& CRUISE SPECIALISTS
Cruise Planners
Caroline Swift
28202 Cabot Road #300
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677
(949) 363-0430
www.sweetcarolinetravel.com 

Caroline Swift, Franchise Owner and Travel Advisor 
for Cruise Planners, is an American Express Travel 
Representative. Caroline has a tremendous reputation for 
quality, customer service, and competitive pricing for all 
of your travel needs.  She specializes in cruises, land tours 
and all-inclusive vacation packages. Caroline manages the 
Chamber’s Group Travel Program. She has lived in Laguna 
Niguel for nearly 30 years and has raised her family here.   

JULY ANNIVERSARIES
Thanks so much for renewing your membership!

Charter Member Since 1982
Laguna Niguel Racquet Club
Charter Member Since 1993

MemorialCare Saddleback Medical Center
St. Anne School

Member Since 2006
Medicare Supplement Insurance Agent – Paul Pendorf

Member Since 2008
Five Star Weddings & Events

Member Since 2010
Chick-fil-A at Laguna Niguel

Member Since 2012
South County Outreach

CROWN VALLEY

AVERYCA
M

IN
O

CA
PI

ST
RA

NO

M
AR

GU
ER

IT
E

For over 70 years…the Allen Family, serving your family.

Freeway close at I-5 & Avery Parkway In the Heart of South Orange County

ALLENAUTOS.COM • 949.485.3700
28432 Camino Capistrano, Laguna Niguel, CA 92677

Member Since 2016
CarePossible, Inc.

Member Since 2017
Cook Business Solutions
Soulful Wellness, LLC
Member Since 2018

Age Well Senior Services, Inc.
Huntington Learning Center

http://www.adp.com/smallbusiness
http://www.sweetcarolinetravel.com
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IN MEMORIAM 

Mrs. Sandy Simonson
A long time business owner 
and Chamber member, Mrs. 
Sandy Simonson passed away 
on August 18th at  Las Palmas 
Assisted Living. Mrs. Simonson 
was born in Albany, New York. 
After meeting and marrying 
her husband Lowell in Dallas, 
they moved to Laguna Niguel 
in 1976 with the three youngest 
of their four children, Si, Kip, 
Michelle, and Eric.  She became 
very involved in Crown Valley 
Covenant Church where she met many of her lifelong 
friends, and proudly served on the board. 

It was Sandy’s lifelong dream to own a Hallmark store, 
so she and Lowell purchased one and named it The 
Butterfly Shop because of her love of butterflies. She 
loved being the owner of the store and she eventually 
sold it in 1992. Her next career was as concierge at The 
Blue Lantern Inn in Dana Point. She loved greeting 
guests as they arrived there and checked everyone in 
with a beautiful smile and her gorgeous white hair, for 
which she received so many compliments. 

Sandy became involved in the Laguna Niguel 
Chamber of Commerce shortly after it was established 
and became a board member and very involved 
ambassador. She loved her community and was also 
involved in the local Laguna Niguel Business Club, 
Red Hat Society, and the Republican Women’s Club. 
In March 2019, Sandy was honored by the OC Senior 
Citizens Advisory Council for her outstanding service 
to her community. 

Sandy is survived by her four children, Si, Kip, Michelle 
and Eric, daughters in law, Valerie and Kathy, son in 
law, Tad, 7 grandchildren and 7 great grandchildren. No 
memorial is planned at this point due to COVID-19. 

MEMBER CoRNER

Shout Out to Allen Auto Group and Mary Smith 

VIDEO MARKETING
The Height of Luxury Living Starts at blu Laguna Niguel
Perched on a hillside overlooking Laguna Niguel, you are invited to visit blu. Luxury studio, one-bedroom and 
two-bedroom apartments offer inspiring spaces where every element has been tailored by you, and for you
by Chamber member Picerne Group https://vimeo.com/407378115/5e739d8c7b

Do you have a video or Vimeo marketing piece you would like to share with Chamber and community members?  
Please send it with a 25-word description to Scott@LNChamber.com

SHOUT OUTS!

Have a testimonial for a Chamber 
member you’d like to share  

with the rest of us? 
Please send your “Shout Out”  

(less than 100 words) to  
Scott@LNChamber.com

Dear Fellow Chamber Members,

Several years ago I needed to replace my 

former vehicle on short notice so I called fellow 

Chamber member Mary Smith of the Allen Auto 

Group.  She connected me to a great salesperson 

who helped me obtain a new Allen Genesis on 

very good lease terms. One of the things about 

owning a vehicle is the headache of repairs and 

maintenance.  Not at Allen Group!  They picked 

up all of the regular maintenance (oil changes, 

etc.).  

I was so pleased with their service that when my 

lease was up I simply turned my Genesis G80 

in for a new one with a new lease.  Earlier this 

year we became a double-happy Allen customer 

family when we purchased a brand new Hyundai 

Santa Fe SUV from Allen Hyundai for my wife.  

Once again we received great sales and service 

from Mary Smith and her team!   

So if you are in the market for a new (or used) 

car, I highly recommend contacting Mary Smith 

at the Allen Auto Group – you’ll be glad you did! 

Craig P. Alexander, Esq. 
Law Offices of Craig P. Alexander 
Dana Point, CA 

mailto:Scott@LNChamber.com
https://vimeo.com/407378115/5e739d8c7b
mailto:Scott@LNChamber.com
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Enzo Scognamiglio
Brio Tuscany Grill 
Restaurateur Enzo Scognamiglio 
has been the owner of  the popular 
restaurant, bar and nightclub Brio 
Tuscany Grille at the border between 
Laguna Niguel and Dana Point since 
1993.  Like Elvis, Tiger and Cher, 
everyone knows this restaurant icon 
by his first (and easier to pronounce) 
name, ENZO. 

Enzo has owned five Subway Restaurant franchises that his son 
Marco now operates and has established  several other eateries 
including Brio Mare in Laguna Beach and Brio Tuscany Grille 
in Corona Del Mar. Prior to opening his local hotspot, he owned 
the Madison Steakhouse in Long Beach—the largest steakhouse 
in the U.S. 
Enzo’s experience in the restaurant business is impressive. 
He  held the Director of Food and Beverage position at the 
Renaissance Hotel in Long Beach and served as the General 
Manager of the Arriba Restaurant Group in Los Angeles. He 
also served as the Director of Food and Beverage at the Mayfair 
Hotel during the Los Angeles Olympics of 1984 and spent over 
five years in the cruise ship industry.
Born and raised in Napoli, Italy, Enzo grew up in a large family 
where he learned the value of relationships and the importance of 
building strong businesses through the empowerment of people. 
He and  his wife Jill raised their two children in Laguna Hills 
and relocated to Dana Point in 2016, where they work together 
in several business ventures. He holds a degree in Restaurant & 
Hotel Management from Avellino College in Napoli, Italy.
In addition to service on the Board of Directors for the Laguna 
Niguel Chamber, he has served on the boards of the Capistrano 
Unified School District Foundation, Patriots Federal Credit 
Union, the Dana Point Chamber of Commerce, the Pediatric 
Brain Tumor Foundation and the Orange County Sheriff’s 
Department Advisory Council.
Q: What brought you to the United States originally, and what 
keeps you here? 

A: The first port I arrived at was Fort Lauderdale! I looked 
around from the beautiful large streets to the incredible cars 
and lots of blondes. I was hooked.

Q: The personal journey you and your family have taken and 
your commitment to pediatric brain tumor research is amazing. 
How is your daughter doing and what is the most important thing 
you can tell other parents? 

A: Lisa is a blessed child, as the mortality rate for 
Medulloblastoma back then was super bad. She lives 
independently and has two jobs! One is with an insurance 
company in Newport Beach and the other is at Pavillions 
market in Laguna Beach. Jill and I learned about PBTF 
in 1995. It was a blessing, as we were absolutely lost and 
devastated. They helped us navigate through the nightmares. 
Lisa has had 6 brain surgeries and every time was a 
nightmare. We both agreed to give back as much as we 
possibly could. She is our mentor.  For other parents on the 
journey, always,always get 2nd and 3rd opinions on any 
treatments and know that the journey now has a lot more 
options than we did 26 years ago

Paula Lemkuil
Belmont Village Senior Living
Paula Lemkuil is the Director of 
Business Development at Belmont 
Village Senior Living and directs 
growth and outreach for their 
beautiful and modern assisted living 
facilities in Orange and North San 
Diego counties.  Their award-winning 
memory care community in Orange 
County sits atop Aliso Viejo with amazing views of Saddleback 
Valley. 
A consummate “Cali Girl,” Paula was born in Santa Rosa 
and grew up in Santa Barbara. Her mother is Korean and met 
Paula’s father when he was in the Air Force, stationed in Korea 
and moonlighting playing Honky Tonk piano on the side. She 
graduated from Santa Barbara Business College and spent eight 
years in banking and then went into Real Estate before beginning 
her career in the senior living industry.
Paula’s career in senior living began ten years ago when her 
mother was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s Disease.   She has been 
with Belmont Village for over six years and before that was with 
an in-home caregiving company. 
Paula is a proud mother of four adult children.  Her three 
daughters live nearby in San Diego and her son is in Okinawa, 
Japan serving in the US Army. She is excited to be welcoming 
her first granddaughter in September!  Anyone who knows this 
impressive, bright and affable member of our Chamber knows 
just how loved that new baby will be.
Q: Your passion to help seniors and their families navigate their 
options is clear. 

A: Senior living is complex. When we need to determine the 
level of care (Independent, Assisted Living, and/or Memory 
Care) or the need for other available resources available 
as well, very personal decisions need to be made and 
arrangements with those decisions.  

Q: Do your own experiences with your mother help you to help 
others?

A: I unfortunately had to place my own mother in a memory 
care unit, so I know first-hand, the complexities and impacts 
of making a well-informed decision for the right care. So I 
think about my mom every day when helping other families.

Q: What lessons have you learned working in senior care that 
translate to your personal relationships with your family and 
friends?

A: I have learned that regardless of age, we all want to be 
heard. We want to tell our stories, great or small. I learn 
patience every day as I stop what I’m in the middle of to 
listen.  I take that home and give my friends and family the 
same attention now.

Q: Tell us about one of your favorite residents at Belmont Village. 
A: Oh my I have so many. One of them is “Jane.” She was a 
very well-known real estate agent in OC in her day. I moved 
her in so she has a very fond attachment to me. Every time 
she sees me she lights up, calls out my name, and proceeds to 
ask me about my commute and route from San Diego. Each 
and every time I answer her the same and it just makes her 
day as she tells me stories of this street or that when she took 
clients around OC.

CHAMBER SPoTLIgHTS

cont. on page 7 cont. on page 7
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Monthly Networking Breakfast
The August Networking Breakfast was a pleasant hour in the Zoom Room, shared with friends and fellow Chamber 
members. It seems we have grown accustomed to virtual events and meetings using the Zoom app, and this breakfast was 
no exception. There were some useful networking opportunities, and the theme of “Throwback Tuesday” meant that the 
attendees shared photos of themselves earlier in their lives – from baby photos to the school years, and a wedding or two 
thrown in. There were a lot of laughs shared as well.

The focus of the program for the morning was on the ever-changing realities of 
our personal financial environment, and it was delivered by one of our very active 
Chamber members, Rischi Paul Sharma, the CEO of Assembly Pointe Financial.
Rischi’s background is impressive. He has received the Orange Coast Magazine Five-
Star Wealth Manager Award every year since 2013. He is also a Chartered Retirement 
Plan Specialist, a Certified Plan Fiduciary Advisor. His great delivery kept us all 
entertained and better informed about our personal wealth and how to increase and 
maintain it. 
The Networking Breakfast on September 15th  (8am until 9am) will feature a brief 

introduction of the eight candidates for the Laguna Niguel City Council, six weeks ahead of the General Election on 
November 3rd. All eight have committed to attending and will have a chance to introduce themselves with brief anecdotal 
information about themselves, limited to a few minutes each. Make sure you join us on Zoom to learn about those vying to 
help lead our City for the next four years.

Breakfast Zoom Meeting ID is 890-8992-3910
Pass Code is 975106

Monthly After-Hours “Got Jokes?” Mixer on September 24th
The Chamber’s monthly (virtual) After Hours Mixer won’t just be a Happy Hour – it will be a Funny Hour as well! When 
we go “Around the Zoom Room,” attendees will have a chance to share their favorite “socially-Chamber-appropriate” funny 
joke or anecdote with everyone else.
Make sure you join us. In the pressure-filled environment we are all experiencing – don’t you think an hour of laughter 
would be good for your soul? Each attendee will have a half minute to make us laugh…and the funniest joke will win a 
special prize package from a few of our Chamber member businesses.
And if you don’t join us on September 24th…the joke’s on you!

Mixer Zoom Meeting ID is 833-8659-0282
Pass Code is 667563

Enzo (cont. from page 6)
Q: The Coronavirus pandemic has impacted everyone. How did 
you adjust to it at Brio? 

A: Actually very well, with the help of all the staff as they 
wanted to stay open and work as a family...FYI we have 
several staff members who have been at Brio for over 20 
years !!

Q: If you could invite any three people in history to sail on your 
beautiful boat to Catalina, who would they be?

A: My Mom and Dad and President Reagan, My Dad passed 
away just before I left Italy to move to Miami. My Mom died 
five years ago and I miss them terribly.

Q: Everything on the menu at Brio is delicious and masterfully 
served. What is your own personal favorite? 

A: Pollo al Mattone and the double pork chop - and finally 
the fresh wild Scottish Salmon 

Q: What do you prepare at home for yourself when nobody else 
is around? 

A: LOL. Lots of Asian foods and BBQ. I don’t enjoy going 
out to restaurants as I find myself “working” on new ideas 
throughout

Paula (cont. from page 6)
Q: How has the Coronavirus pandemic impacted your operation? 

A: Tremendously! We closed for new residents for two full 
months, PPE is costing millions of dollars, and families are 
not able to hug their loved ones. Protocols change constantly. 
We have had to come up with creative communication and 
events to keep the public aware we are still here to help 
loved ones. Families are finding out isolation at home is 
difficult.  Loneliness is a key cause of health decline. On 
a positive note, we have developed fantastic ways to keep 
our residents engaged with family members, have created 
scripted days which are especially important for our memory 
care residents, and the community itself has bonded in 
amazing ways to keep each other safe.  We are family.

Q: When the pandemic is over – where would you most like to 
travel?  

A: I had planned on taking my family to Korea in 2021 to 
spread my Mom’s ashes.  I wanted to stop by Japan to see 
my son as well. That will have to be pushed further out I’m 
sure. For now, I would be just so happy when I can go have a 
spa day with my daughters and get a massage!
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Congressman Harley Rouda Receives US Chamber Honor Live on August 7th
With most of us paying much of our political attention on national issues and candidates, it was appropriate at the Chamber’s 
August Governmental and Community Relations Zoom meeting to focus on our representation in our nation’s Capitol. 
Congressman Harley Rouda (CA-48) was our guest at the meeting. He was 
honored in the beginning of the meeting  by the United States Chamber 
as one of the recipients of its inaugural Abraham Lincoln Leadership 
for America Award for his efforts to reach across the aisle in a stridently 
partisan environment to advocate for pro-business legislation. It was an 
honor that our Chamber was selected as the venue for the presentation.
Congressman Rouda then spent time with the ZoomCast attendees 
discussing the atmosphere in the halls of Congress and answered a 
number of our questions. His candor about the frustrations of dealing 
with the factions “on both sides of the aisle” was enlightening. We thank 
Congressman Rouda, his excellent staff, and the U.S. Chamber for an 
interesting morning.

Spotlight Turns to Statewide Ballot Measures
With the November 3rd General Election looming, the Chamber’s Public Policy Committee has been hard at work researching 
and analyzing the twelve statewide initiatives that are appearing on the ballot. They have discussed them and selected four of 
the dozen measures with a strong nexus to businesses, and then made recommendations to the Chamber Board of Directors 
for official advocacy positions.
The Board will assess their recommendations at their September 10th meeting, and vote on official advocative  positions 
that support our mission and the interests of the business community. These efforts are designed to assist our members and 
others in our community with their voting decisions as we go to the polls (or mail in our ballots) in the next two months.
Our September 11th and October  2nd GCR meetings will be focused discussions on the twelve statewide initiatives on the 
November 3rd General Election ballot. Look for notices in our frequent email messages to identify which will be discussed 
at each meeting. We will be selecting six ballot measures for discussion at each of the GCR meetings.

We will also be publishing summaries of all twelve ballot measures on our website and in focused email blasts. You can 
always count on your Chamber to provide vital information.
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Redesigned City Website 
We are proud to announce that the City website has been 
given a redesigned look! We believe our website now better 
reflects our commitment to providing consistent, innovative, 
and first-class service. The redesigned website is easier to 
navigate and provides the public with a modern layout. We 
encourage you to visit www.cityoflagunaniguel.org and let us 
know your thoughts. 

Economic Development E-Newsletter
If you have not done so already, we encourage you to subscribe to 
the City’s Economic Development E-Newsletter! When you sign up, 
you will receive the latest news and information about the City of 
Laguna Niguel’s rich business landscape, programs and resources 
supporting our business community. The E-Newsletter is designed to 
provide timely information, resources, programs, and updates to help 
your business thrive during this COVID-19 crisis. Each issue covers 
various topics such as five business strategies for keeping your 
business healthy, free social media marketing tips, and information 
about a free floor plan software. 
Subscribe today at www.cityoflagunaniguel.org/econdevnews.

Resources and Online Services

As a reminder, you can visit www.cityoflagunaniguel.org/1261/Online-
Services to view a complete list of City services that are conveniently 
available online or over the phone. You can also contact City Hall at 
(949) 362-4300 for questions or more information. 

The City also continues to actively update its website and social media 
platforms in order to provide useful resources to all residents. Resources 
range from local efforts to federal aid opportunities. We encourage 
you to visit www.cityoflagunaniguel.org and our Facebook page (www.
facebook.com/CityofLagunaNiguel) in order to explore the additional 

resources regarding unemployment, mental health, food banks, and much more. 

CHAMBER MEMBER NEwS

Mellotti & Rasmusson
An Accountancy Corporation

John L. Mellotti, CPA

30092 Ivy Glenn Drive, Suite 150
Laguna Niguel, California 92677

(949) 495-2622 • Fax (949) 495-0138

e-mail john@lagunaniguelcpas.com

Bob Rasmusson, CPA
e-mail bob@lagunaniguelcpas.com

MKT-5894I-A
















http://www.cityoflagunaniguel.org
http://www.cityoflagunaniguel.org/econdevnews
http://www.cityoflagunaniguel.org/1261/Online-Services
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Laguna Niguel Chamber of Commerce CHAMBER MEMBER NEwS
Solar4Causes are local and philanthropic-minded solar representatives who want to contribute more to the “Green-
Energy” movement by making a $500.00 donation - from every Solar Installation- to the nonprofit of the homeowner’s 
choice. Nonprofits will appreciate these much-needed funds which go directly to them on behalf of the homeowner(s). 
Solar4Causes provides a “Friendly” and “Virtual” web-based consultation to analyze if the home and homeowner are 
qualified to take advantage of clean and affordable energy.  Zero-out-of-pocket and solar stimulus rebate programs are still 
available. Set up your “Green-Energy” consultation now at:  www.Solar4Causes.com   or Robert@solar4causes.com   P.S 
Mother Earth says “Thanks”.

The Extraordinary Lives Foundation (ELF) a 501(C)(3) began in 2015 by Laguna Niguel resident Mara James. Their 
mission is to improve children’s mental health and wellness and support families by providing awareness, educational 
tools, and resources. ELF encourages adults to recognize symptoms, overcome the stigma and reach out for help. Through 
prevention, early intervention and holistic treatment, they believe many of the big problems facing today’s youth can 
be transformed within a generation. ELF hosts mental health awareness events, creates therapeutic tools for children 
utilizing Piggie Bear, provides educational resources for parents, parents-to-be and teachers. and ELF bridges the gap 
between traditional and holistic healing options. If you are interested in getting involved, please contact Mara James, 
Founder & CEO at mara@elfempowers.org

Pacific Marine Mammal Center (PMMC) received the Pinnacle Award for the 3rd consecutive school year for its 
Distance Learning Programs from the Center for Interactive Learning and Collaboration (CILC). CILC is the nation’s 
leading clearing house for interactive, virtual programs for students and lifelong learners. PMMC began offering distance 
learning programs in 2015, largely focused on PMMC’s marine mammal rescue and rehabilitation operations and 
concepts around marine science and ocean conservation. When COVID-19 struck, PMMC transitioned its traditional 
center-based Camp Pinniped programming to an exceptional online format.  To learn more about PMMC’s educational 
programs go to: www.pacificmmc.org/education  or reach out to education@pacificmmc.og.

The YMCA of Orange County understands that the changing landscape of our communities and education, distance 
learning, and lack of childcare options can create a struggle for both companies and employees, but there are solutions. 
The YMCA is ready to help by offering childcare and distance learning support for children K – 8th grade. Services 
included in the YMCA’s programs are full-day care, part-time care, distance learning support, nutrition – morning and 
afternoon snacks, curriculum-based activities, and licensed & experienced childcare staff. The YMCA can provide care 
onsite at your company or at one of their 40+ locations. Please go to: https://ymcaoc.org/company-care-2020/  for info.

Tips from San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E) to help your business save energy:
1. Did you know upgrading your HVAC component can help lower your monthly bill and save energy? Earn rebates 

on your new HVAC unit. Visit sdge.com/EEBRcatalog  to find out which rebates are available to you. #sdge 
#energytips4u

2. With the Water-Energy Nexus Joint Rebate, eligible customers can get instant incentives on kitchen equipment 
such as faucet aerators, free pre-rinse spray valve, ice machines and more. Visit sdge.com/EEBR. #sdge 
#energytips4u

3. Own a small business? Get a complimentary energy assessment and qualify for no- or low-cost energy-efficient 
upgrades. Rebates include LED Troffers, Interior LED Ambient Luminaires and more. Visit sdge.com/bes for 
more details. #sdge #energytips4u

Zoom Business Brokers is a highly accomplished team of dedicated and trustworthy professionals who are pioneering 
the process to skillfully guide, advise, and facilitate your seamless business transactions.  Their team of industry veterans 
embodies over 100 years of collective real-world experience and will provide you with mindful expertise and resources 
to buy, sell or merge your business (regardless of your business size, industry or locale) with their decades of training, 
practice and an extensive relationship network.  Zoom Business Brokers offers the following services: Business Sales, 
Mergers & Acquisitions, Business Valuation, Opinion of Value Report, Pre-Sale Consultation, & Exit Strategy.  Their 
website is www.zoombusinessbrokers.com For more information, please call Sara Viziri at (949) 426-5067, or email her 
at (sara.vaziri@zbbcorp.com).

What’s new at Mission Hospital?  Learn more about Mission’s expanding programs in cancer, neurosurgery, trauma, 
orthopedics, heart rhythm, maternity, adolescent mental health and emergency care in the summer issue of Health Matters.  
This community magazine includes inspiring stories from patients, caregivers and physicians, as well as an update from 
Mission Hospital Chief Executive Seth Teigen regarding COVID-19.  Mission Hospital was recently named by U.S. News 
& World Report as the No. 1 hospital in South Orange County, and the American Heart Association/American Stroke 
Association recognized Mission’s stroke program with the highest distinction possible.  
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Halloween

The Chamber is hopeful that we will be able to resume holding in-person meetings and events sometime this calendar year. We 
realize that it still may be necessary to hold these events and meetings digitally due to the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and 
directives from the Governor of California . Please see our frequent email communications for any updates.
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8:30 - 9:30 am 
Membership Team

	

  

 
 

	

	
 

 

 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

9:00 - 10:00 am
Board Meeting

11:45  am - 1:00 pm 
Financial Power Partners

9:00 - 10:00 am
Executive Meeting

8:00 - 9:00 am
Networking Breakfast

4:00 - 5:00 pm
Ambassador  MTG

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 
Health & Wellness  
Power Partners

5:30  - 6:30 pm
"Chamber of Horrors" 

Costume Mixer
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Labor Day
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 Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

9:00 - 10:00 am
Board Meeting

8:00 - 9:00 am
Virtual  

Governmental & 
Comm Relations

8:30 - 9:30 am 
Membership Team

9:00 - 10:00 am
Executive Comm

4:00 - 5:00 pm
Ambassador Mtg

12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 
Health & Wellness 
 Power Partners

5:30 - 6:30 pm
Virtual "Got Jokes?" 

Mixer

11:45  am - 1:00 pm 
Financial Power Partners

Rosh Hashana
Begins

8:00 - 9:00 am
Virtual City Council 

Candidates
BreakfastCANCELLED

Yom Kippur
Begins

6:30 - 8:00 pm
City Council 

Candidates Forum

Columbus Day


